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Germany's
 Merck to buy
Sigma-Aldrich
for $17 billion

ASSOCIATED PRESS .
FRANKFURI; SEPT 22

GERMAN drug company
Mercksaysithasagreedtobuy, |
St Louis-based chemical firm
Sigma-Aldrich Corpfor $17
billion in a deal Merck says will
_strengthen its business in

chemicals and laboratory-
equipment,

" Mercksaidon Monday itis

paying $140 per share iri cash
for all of Slgma-Aldnch’

.. Shares — a premium of 37
: percent over Fnday s closing

. priceof $102.37."

e Slgma-Aldnch_has over"

tors has unammously ap--
- proved the deal, which is ex-
pected to close next year,
subject to regulators’ approval.
Sigma-Aldrich  CEO
Rakesh Sachdev said the deal
was a “very positive outcome”
for shareholders Odue to the
price premium and for em-
ployees, “who will benefit
from enhanced opportunities
aspartofalarger, more global
organization.” Merck said it
would expand the reach of its
EMDMillipore chemical and
equipment division, based in
Billerica, Massachusetts.






