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Pubhc sector vaccine unit re- starts production

Mrtl Dhatr

- NEW DELHI: Tndia’s dependence
on private sector pharmacéu-
‘tical companies for its suppli-

_es of vaceine for the universal

dmmunisation  programme
(UTF) will soon.end with the
‘Central Research Institute at
Kasauli, one of the country's
major vaccine-manufacturing
Public Sector Undertaking,
re-starting DPT waccine sup-
ply 1o the Centre, The unit,
last week, delivered 16,84 lakh
doses to the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
This is the first batch of vac-
cine doses manufactured and
supplied by CRI Kasauli since
2008 when the Ministry can-
celled the licences ol the thres
vaceine manufacturing units
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including, the Padteur Insti-

‘tute of India at Conoor in Ta-
mil

Nadu and the RBCG
Vaccine Laboratory at Guin-

dy; Chennai, following an in-'

spection by a team of the
Warld Health Organisation
(WHO), which said these

units did not comply with
good manufacturing practices

{GMP), The decision led to &
vaceine shartage, advarsaly
affeeting the universal immu-
nisation programime;, and
raised a huge debate over the
attempls to promote private
manufacturers.

However, the licences wers
restared in 2010 on the rec-
ommendations of the Javid
Chowdhury committes report
that |described licence sus-
pension as “incorrect” and

based on an "illegal prnl;,ﬁ,-
dure” and a “flawed appra{:ia-
tion®™ of the issues,

Sources in the Health Min-
istry told The Hindu that the
“revived” Good Manufactue-
ing Practices (GMFP) compli-
ant CHI Kasauli would supply
40 lakh doses next manth,
which would be used for UL,
These doses have been ap-
proved by the Drugs Contrall-
er-General of. Tndia. From
April 1, when production
starls from the new facility at
Eagauli, the unit will deliver
30 lakh doses every month,
which would be used flobally,

Mewnwhile, FIT Conoor will
algo start the supply of vae-
cine doses from June this year
witlia target of 20 lakh dosés a
menth. [ts annual target is to

2012-13,

-cleared o proposal for Bs, 64

valent and newer vaccines

supply 30 million doses in

As for BCG VaccineLahora-
tm'_r,r, the Centre has already

crore for making (¢ GMP com-
pliant, and if all goes well, it
should be in a position tostart
manm Ear:turmg vaccine wtt]un 1
LWo years, |

Onthe nther hand, the Min-
istry has also proposed Bs,
600 ‘crore for the Integrated
Vaecine Complex at Chennai,
which will take care of panta-

needed for the health pro-
gramme, thereby reducing de-
pendence  on the  private
sector, sources sald, The pri-
wvite sector would, neverthe-
less, continue to be partof the |,
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