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Court quashes Central notification banning drug

Special Corresponde:it

CHENNAI: The Macras High
Court has quashed a notifica-
t

T
factine
of

- (PPA).

The drugis aningredientin
various formulations used in
the treatment of common

Phenylpropunolamine

cold, body puin and fever.
In his order on a writ pet-
ition challenging the ban,

Justice V. Dhanapalan said

that when the government
ievided 1o prohibit drugs in
cenera) and PPA in particular
even assuming that its con-
tinued use would harm the

d 8

public, the  government
should arrive at a
subjective  satisfaction in

public interest.
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In the present case, in the
absence of the saime, the pro-
hibition of the drug alone of
the impugned notification of
February 10, 2011, was unsus-
tainable and ultra vires tae
Drugs and Cosmetics Act
Therefore, the notiflicativn Lo
such  extent shouyld be
quashed:

In its petition challenging
the notification, Cipla said
that'it had been selling prod-

ucts with PPA for the past 20
years. The decision to ban the
drug should have been taken
after consulting all stake-
holders as the drug was open-

Iy av: :
on preseription o
counter, it said,
Countering it, the Centre
said it had banned the drugin
public interest on the recom-
mendations of an expert com-
mittee as its continued usage
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was assoclated with harmful
effects.

Allowing the petition, Mr.
Justice Dhanapalan observed
that before arriving at a sub-
joctive satisfaction the ot
fication could not be issued.
The opinion of the Drugs
Technical Advisory Board
and the Drugs Consultative
Committee was not obtained
by the authorities before issu-
ing the notification.





