s siriat Economic Times, Delhi
(;()\'l-i-i{\\\ili\"(‘ OF INDIA Wednesday, 25th May 2011, Page: 18

VTTE TTIIETT
UWITE FIIERTE

Width: 4.45 cms Height: 13.72 cms, Ref: pmin.2011-05-25.35.117

Confusion

Thisreferstothe news ‘Pre-
scribing Generie Name of
Drugs May Become Mandato-
ry” (ET, May 23). By taking
this measure, the govern-
ment expects medicine costs
to conie down by more than
half. However, like many well-
meaning governmentinitia-
tives, thiscould spetlmore
troublethan relief to thecon-
sumer. When a doctor pre-
scribes medicing, he prefers
the drugmade by areputed
company inorder to protect
himself Onceaprescription
gives only the genericname,
the decision of which compa-
ny's product must be dis-
pensed is left to the discretion
of the chemist. Whomshowld
the patient trust? Thein-
forted decision of aqual-
ified doctor or the discretion
of apharmacist whose choice
might be influenced by the
marginsand discounts?
Moreover, the pharmaceu-
ticalindustry hashad the
DrugPrices Control Order. Is
this not working? If not, the
government should scrap it.
FARROKH MEHTA
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