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EU not to seize Indian
drug shipments in transit

New Delhi, July 13: The
member countries of Euro-
pean Union will not seize
Indian miedicines passing
through Europe ‘on ‘allega-
tions of intellectual proper-
1y HERITPR TURTAORs A%
per  an  understanding
reached between india and
the {200,

A formal  CLetter of
Understanding”  will - be
exchanged between the two
sides within the next two
weeks, an ofificial satd.

“EU has sent a final draft
to us und we agree with the
changes in their rules. it has
accepted Tndia’s stand and
within two weeks, both the
sides will exchange a 'Let-
ter  of  Understanding’
regarding this,” he said,

As per the understanding,

none of the customs author-
itics in the 27-nation LU
bloc will confiscate any
drug despatch meant for
third *country’ destiatibns
like

Some of the EU customs

autheritics.  mainly  the
Netherlands  and  Iranee,
had  confiscated  several
Indian  off-patent  generic

drug consignments going to
Brazil via European potts
and airports over alleged
infringement of EU intel-

lectual  properly  rights
(IPR).

India, together  with
Brazil, had filed a case

against the EU in the World
Tricle Organisation protest-
ing the action.

1u the last couple of years,

Latin ~ America  or
Alrica” ‘

there have been about 17
such cases where consign-
ments belonging to reputed
Indian drug manutfacturers
werc seized.

India had argued that such

" éeivnres ‘were against the

mujuiateral Trade Related
Intellectnal Property Rights
(TRIPS) agreement, as the
medicines were off-patent
both in India aud the coun-
ry where they were being
exported.

Indian pharinaceutical
exports about $10 billion
per annum, most of which
are generic drugs.

The, government wants to
raise these exports 0 $25
billion i the next three
years and actions like the
scizure  of  consignments
can be a mor irritant.
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