PRESS INFORMATION BL RE AL

G A HTETA

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

HI¥T ¥

DNA, Mumbai

Saturday, 16th April 2011, Page: 1

Width: 16.89 cms Height: 6.65 cms, Ref: pmin.2011-04-17.12.3

Abortion: Self-medication can kill you

Menaka Rao mumsal

When 19-year old college stu-
dent Vinita (name changed)
discovered that she was a few
weeks pregnant recently, she
feared going to a gynaecologist
and went to a local general
practitioner instead who gave
her the medical abortion pill.
" She bled profusely for 12 days
after taking the pill. She was
finally admitted to a Bandra
nursing home where doctors
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Dr Piyush Goyal

removed her foetus complete-

ly. She could have lost her life.
Medical abortion pills are

prescription drugs that are

different from emergency con-
traceptive pills. They are tak-
en between 7-9 weeks of preg-
nancy and cause the embryo
to be expelled from the uterus.

Last year, state-run hospi-
tals in Mumbai treated 39 cas-
es of complications resulting
from the indiscriminate use of
such pills. Of these, 22 cases
were of incomplete abortion,
while four cases could have
been fatal.

Last month, the state gov-

ernment declared that it want
ed to regulate the casual dis
bursal of medical abortion
pills in the city However,
women rights  activists
protested claiming that regu-
lation would infringe on a
womann’s right to abortion.

“The law states that this is
a prescription pill only,” said
Dr Rekha Daver, head of de-
partment, Gynaecology and
Obstetrics, JJ hospital.
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