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INTERVIEW: PANCHAPAGESA MURALI -

EVOLVA w_o.qmnz

Qom& ‘biotechmarket is close 10 $300
) S:Sa with several fragmented play-
ers: w:ﬁgmNSSE.&EﬁS: drive
has already begun dueto dry discov-

ery pipelines of incumbeént pharma
Dplayers. Sanofitaking over Genzyme

for $20billionisthemostrecentexam-

Dle. Though, at present, Indic’sshare
in the global biotech segment is very
small, but by 2020t is expected to in-
crease to 15%. In an exclusive inter-
view with FE’s R Ravichandran,
Panchapagesa Murali, managing
director and CEO, Evolva BioTech,
« talks about the prospects and oppor-
tunitiesfor Indian companies.

What is your overall perspective -

on global biotech industry in
general and India in particular?
The global biotech market is esti-
mated at $300 billion with several
fragmented players: But dute to dry
discoverypipelinesof existingphar-
ma players, a massive consolidation
drivehasalready commenced. From

theIndian standpoint, thesizeof the -
biotechindusiryasof 2010wasabout

$3 billion and this is poised to grow
five times moreby 2015.

Arethereanyfactsandfiguresto
substantiate the growth trend om
the industry?’

At present, this segment broadly
comprises of bio-generics, bio-phar-
ma, contract research (CRAMS), bio-
agriculture, bio-industrial and bio-
informatics. Bio-pharma sector
contributes about 60% of the total
revenues. Also, the country is one of
the largest vaccine producers in the

‘MD & CEO,
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healthcare space. Reforms inbiotech
regulations globally will enable do-
mestic players tofiercely competein
the bio-generics market which is
close to $70 billion (from drugs com-
ingoff patent)andthisislikelytotrig-
ger moremergers &acquisitions. -

Where does India mgn in’ the
globalbiotechmarket?

Atpresent, thecountry’ssharein -

the global biotech segment is very

tion, alarge English speaking popu-

lation, largest number of Food and
Drug Administration approved
plants outside the US are some of
the advantages. In medicine, this
field has become an integral part in

diagnostics, gene therapy; clinical -
and contract research and irials, -

bioactive Emw.»bszn. stem cell re-
search, genetic engineering and in
the development and production of
new drugs for ireating various life
threateningdiseases. -

THE GLOBAL BIOTECH
MARKET IS ESTIMATED AT
$300.BILLION WITH
SEVERAL FRAGMENTED .
PLAYERS. BUT DUETO DRY
DISCOVERY PIPELINES OF
EXISTING PHARMA
PLAYERS, AMASSIVE
CONSOLIDATION DRIVE HAS
>E~m>0< COMMENCED .

small. However, due to several ad-
vantages, thecountryislikelytocat-
apultitsshareto15% by 2020. One of
thekeyadvantagesisitsbio-diversi-
ty. The country has one of the
largest agriculture sectors in the
world, and varied climatic zones
that can help in research and devel-
opment of different agri-biotech
productsapplicable worldwide.

Whatdoyouthink aretheadvan-
tages of the sector?
Heterogeneous patient couﬁm

Is lack of mﬁanﬁ a concern for
the growth of theindusiry?

Though thereareseveral biotech '
- and life-science dedicated funds

right now, yet many of them focus
on different verticals and more of-
tenintoservicesspace.Thus itisim-
perative fo encourage more players
toinvestinall thevaluechains(seed
stage, venturestage, privateequity)
to boost the growth of the sector
There are several initiatives tak-
en by central and state govern-
ments. Department of biotechnolo-

se ector to grow 5 fold 3

gy has BIPP and SBIRI schemes in
additiontoseveral otherfundingav-

. enues. State governments have set
uptheirown venturecapitaltofund .
brightstart-ups. Also,manyphilan- .
thropic funding avenues such as.

Gates Foundation, TB Alliance;
Wellcome-DBT Trust are likely to
boost innovation.

Canyou throwlightonyour com-
pany, including its growth uwﬁ.
ternand future plans?

Evolva Biotech is a cutting edge
synthetic biology company with di-

versified applications in many av-

enues that can improve hwmanb
wellbeing. Evolva’s Synthetic biol-

: omzﬁwzmcoﬁnnmmug% artificial -

pathways and organisms that does

notoccur presently The company’s.

business model rests on partnering
innovative projects with key play-
ersineach of the domains. Evolva's
drug pipeline has relevance to a
number of diseases prevalent in
this region. This includes a broad

areafrom TBto Onychomychosisto.
‘Dengue and Malaria. Evolva’s mol-
‘ecules have fremendous applica-

tionhere.Sincetherearenoplayers
in India in the synthetic biology
segment, a lot of the competition
has to come only from very devel-
opedcountrieslikethe US. Thisina
way puts Evolva’s Indian opera-
tions ahead of the curve. We have
recently announced our collabora-

tion with Rocheonnovel cancerand
anti-infective targets; cﬁnﬂgﬁmn .
national Flavours and H.,Hmmwmsnmm.

QE.,V on bio-flavours.
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