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New Delhi 9, December ,)
ignalling a growing
interest in new drug
discovery research,
some major Indian
pharmaceutical
firms had applied for con-
ducting clinical trials on at least
12 new drugs in 2010. The most
sought therapeutic area is can-
cer. The numbers are the high-
est ever in the history of do-
mestic drug discovery initia-
tives triggered by companies
such as Dr Reddy’s and Ran-
baxy-over a decade ago. Ac-
cording to information pro-
vided by the health ministry,
most of the 2010 applications
pertain to Sun Pharma, Cadil-
la Healthcare and Piramal Life
Sciences. The other firms who
have applied for IND (Inves-
tigational New Drugs) ap-
provals are Advinus, Issar, Life
Care, Torrent and Wockhardt.
A Sun Pharma spokesperson
said the company has not giv-
en any update on its research
programmes after May. The
company is known to have ob-
tained permission for clini-
cal trials on drug candidates
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PHARMA COMPANIES LINE
UP FOR CLINICALTRIALS

TESTING GROUND

Firms | Categories- No.of IND

(Source: Health ministry. The st s not exhaustive and covers the 2000-10 period)

No. of IND-
aplicatins
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that belong to the anti-spastic,
anti-allergic and anti-epileptic
categories.

Among the pioneers, Ran-
baxy had filed one IND ap-
plication each in 2009 and
2008, while the last time Dr
Reddy’s applied for conduct-
ing a clinical trial for new drug
entity was in 2007. Of over
60 IND applications that have
reached the health ministry so

far (since 2000), 30 came dur-
ing 2006-09. INDs are poten-
fial medicing Bdates, whic
have never been tested else-
where in the world. This makes
it a unique category where In-
idian companies are probably
the only applicants, since all
clinical trials, initiated by for-
eign global multinational firms
are categorised under “global
clinical trials” as these medi-

cines are simultaneously test-
ed in other parts of the world.

According to a senior
health ministry official, the
current application status in-
dicates a trend that Indian
drug firms are inching to-
wards the global drug dis-
covery pattern in terms of
selection of therapeutic cat-
egories they choose to work
on.





