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. Then thete is v:nm SESH At the
morment, the prices of 74 bulk drugs are con-
trolled by the  government, i:n: also

. brings 300 or so formulations (¢ .
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Tfidiz; No.stone was H@:, ¢m€5ma sdms it came to

&

_Hospitality. All they had'to do was express adesire and
- their Indianhosts would Bmwm it vmbcmz wbﬁgbm
- ..H‘s@ new situation that you are going to-have, if the
- promise of free medicine in government hospitals i is
“carried out, will not be very differerit; except that in

place of Soviet officials you will have Indian decision
makers: leaders and bureaucrats. An ecosystem will

. evolve in notime of “experts” who will get stich orders

for a commission. Mahy such firms are ‘already

TNIME .. " ‘around. They help companies “participate” in gov-

poor. in HDBm smboﬁ such mb Sﬁmn.

cmnmsnm moSm into the next mmbmua ﬁmoaoum in2014,
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much will the scheme cost the governmert? ﬁﬁ @E‘.....

could be upwards 0f¥30,000 croré every year.
This is not a small price to pay. But that’s not the
‘only reason why the idea needs to be probed further.
:MedicineinIndiais among n.zm nwmmvmmﬁ inthe world.
~The country, till a few <oma ago,’ Hooomémom only

. brocess patents and not product patents. This meant -
that an Indian pharmaceutical company.could make
“any medicine on earth, provided. itdidsowithanéw- -

. process. Even these mmﬁimnonw were loosely enforced.
This has given three unique features to India’s phat-
maceutical industry: one, there are hundreds of brands

of every medicine available in the market; two, there .
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are over 20,000 pharmaceutical companies. in the

country, many of them large enough to be accommo-

dated in a garage; and three, India has developed great -

nmmmcﬁmmm inprocess oﬁmgmc‘% All thishas ensured
that medicine prices remain competitive.

. Eozmms% vieto qmﬁ Emmm orders. H:@ will allcurry.
favour with the powers that be for this easy business.
029 the numerous EmmEmscmm Emﬁ have ooocnmm..

| and scams. Just like Bm fuel

a subsidies have ﬁs.wm risetoa wcmm parallel mooboBK
andjust 56 the proposed food stibsidy is sure to take

pilferagé to new dizzying rﬁmgm free medicine in

-government hospitals will be a fertile g‘mm&bm ground -

for-corruption and favouritism. -

- ‘Many years ago, the Sovie dEn.E used 8 buy
medicines ffom Indian wbmﬁsmomscn& companies. -
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The orders were placed in large volumes dnd the

process of price. ‘discovery was opaqueé: ZmQ\ com-
panies made their fortune in that business. The Soviet

- officials who came to. write the orders were taken
..mxom:ma nmam of MSB the Bo_ﬁmmm &mw set 59 in

ient gmm they will have “ariother avenue to put
oood use. Anvbodv Era
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o: mmoEcmm Bm in'good shape
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in .mmmmnowmn%m?
barking up the

freeriedicinie will be the Tast ié
. The government may al

:* wrong tree. The problem in government hospitals,

especially in villagas, is not the price of medicine but
the availability oi doctors and paramedical staff,

" Bhuwan QEES Xhanduri, in his first stint as the

chief minister of iJttarakhand, had tried to address

.. the problem by oxmzbm to give scholarship t6 med-

ieal students in the state, provided they spent. the
first few of their working years at primary health
centres in villages and remote .&wmm But the scheme
1t take off. .

.Free medicine is a subsidy no future moéﬁpﬁm;ﬁ
will have the'guts to roll back. The electoral i impactis
too gerious. It may be unaffordable but the political
-gains are simply too irresistible. It's another bad idea
whose time has come.
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