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Concerned over Chinese-ori-
gm fake “Made in India” med-

s which were seized in
1 1germ in June, the Indian
Gavernment has raised the is-
sue with Chinese authorities in
India and China.

The Commerce Mmistrg
has registered its concern wit]
the Chinese Embassy in India
and through the Indian embas-
sy in China, an official familiar
with the development told
Business Line.

The authorities were asked
to take action against those in-
volved in misrepresenting
products for wrongful gains,
the official added.

Similar seizures had taken
place a year ago as well, and
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India had taken up the issue
theh too with the Chinese au-
thorities.

No similar incidents had
beenreported since, the Minis-
try official said, until the latest
incident about two months
ago.

AIRLINES WARNED

Nigerian health regulatory au-
thority, Nafdac, l-eﬁ"':“a.d seized
consignments nf fake “Made in
India" medicines with origins
in China late June.

The fake drugs included an-
tibiotic Ciprotab, anti-malarial
Lariam and psﬁhutmmc drug
Lexotam, a Nafdac note said.

The seizure of the fake Ci-
protab had Indian exporter VS
International worried, as the
brand is its flagship in the Ni-
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~ India asks China to act

)thiermn regulator says the madicines
“were transported by Qatar Airlines,
Emirates Airlines and Lufthansa
Airlines in clear violation of p:e-
shipment procedures for imported

goo
gerian market. Nafdac observ-
ed that the recent seizure of
fake medicines was “worri-
some” as they originated from
China and “were transported
by Qatar Airlines, Emirates
Airlines and Lufthansa Airlines
in -:}ehzr violation udeafdafi's
pre-shipment procedures for
imported goods.”

The former Maharashtra
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) Joint Commissioner,

Mr Ramakant Gudal, pointed

out that something was
“amiss” if the fak:: Chinese-ori-
gin problem has re-emerged —
especially as Chiaa was tough
in enforcing laws.

Exports from india to Nige-
ria are estimate:! at over Rs
1,000 crore, he said, adding
that volume-wiis Nigeria is
among the biggest purchaser of
medicines in the region from
India.

The seizure of counterfeits is
a major setback for Indian

fake medicines issue

%\/ \3 Chinese origin 'Made in India’ drugs seized in Nigeria

manufacturers and exporters,
he said.

Mr Gudal now runs QCS, a
quality certification agency,
and has been appointed by Naf-
dac to inspect drug exports'
from India, he said, i

The agency has its own in-
spectors, and checks medicine
samples from factories, go-
downs and airports; getsit test-/
ed in authentic laboratories
and provides a “clear report of
inspection and analysis” re-

_port, he explained.

While manufacturers and
exporters are tightening their
own anti-counterfeit mea-
sures, Mr Gudal said that air-
line cumpanies and authorities
at transit pntnts need to under-
take more stringent scﬂmung'
measures.



