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HE decision® of " India

- and the US.to establish

‘a high-level working
group on intellectual proper-
ty will allow America to put
“pressure” on India to. ex-
pand liberal grants of drug

. patents in the country, inde-
. pendent American .  health

.care experts have warned.
“This working group will

givethe US adedicated forum
to continue to pressure India
to adopt TRIPS-plus IP mea-
sures, includingrepeal of sec-
tion 3(d) of the India Patents
Act, adoption of data exclu-
givity/monopolies, patent
term extensions, and restric-
tions on the use of compulso-
rylicences,” Professor Brook

" -K Baker from the Northeast-

ernUniversity Schoolof Law,
said. =

Agreeing on the need tofos-
ter innovation in a manner
that promotes economic

UQ

. investor ﬁwgm Eaz&bm in-
vestor/state dispuite
resolution.

“TheUS, inparticular, will
work to eliminate local work-

- ing requirements that India

is seeking to use to promote
its ‘own technological devel-
opment,” hesaid:

“Thefact that thisworking

group will have “decision-
making” powers is particu-

8§ larly.problematic as it places

Prime Minister zwﬂ.:aa Modiand US Président BarackObamaina
.jointstatement issued on Tuesday committed toestablishan -
annual high-levelintellectual Property Working Group

growthandjob creation, Presi-
dentBarackObamaandPrime
Minister Narendra Modiina
jointstatementissuedonTues-
day committed to establish an

annual high-level Intellectual .

Property (IP) Working Group

the USfox intheIndianchick-
encoop,” hesaid.

Accordingtoafactsheetis-

sued bythe White Houseafter

Modi-:Obama meeting, as

part of an ongoing commit-
ment to strengthen engage-

ment, both governments also.

- agreedtoestablishahigh-lev-

with appropriate decision-
making” and technical-level
meetings as part of the Trade
Policy Forum. :

Baker argued that there
will be efforts to strengthen
enforcement measures and

wbm,Eﬁw&m” tobothsides.

el working group on intellec-
tual property under the TPF
that willmeet atthe senior of-
ficial and expert level to.dis-
_cuss therange of intellectual
Unoum& _igsues. of -concern

nerican health G@mﬁm express

_8__85 over working grouponIP

entis very &mm«._w goingto’

be uséd to pressure India to
expand liberal grantsof drug
patents in India, and toblock.

orrestrain theuseof compul-

sory - licenses on drug

“patents,” said Jamie Love, Di-

rector, Knowledge Ecology
International, an NGO work-
ing - on
governance.
Baker said the US consis-
tently advances higher intel-
lectual property protections

through its trade working

groupsand tradepartnership
groups.

" “1t is significant E& this*
sentence is embedded in the
section on economic growth

and increasingforeigndirect -

investment, as US IP indus-

tries and the USTR promote ,

heightened intellectual prop-

erty rights and strengthened -
. enforcement mechanisms as
_being key to investor confi-
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