'PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
IR O s
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
ART TRER

Business Line, Delhi
Saturday 4th October 2014, Page: 2
Width: 27.07 cms, Height: 9.38 cms, adr, Ref: pmin.2014-10-04.32.16

M mo=>mma:>a G NAGASRIDHAR -

;m Government is all set to make'i
mandatory for aoﬂoa to write their
Emmnﬂ_uﬁ_o:m in nm_u_a_ _mnma

Adoctor’s prescription, itis said,
“is best inderstood by the neigh-
- botrhood. chemist, but times
are nrubm_:m ‘Sorry, this is illeg-
ible. It Seems to be some anti-
biotic drug,” V Ramesh, a Hyde-
rabad-based _businessman, was
told by a popular pharmacy.
"The hand-written prescrip-
tion'with the name of the medi-
. Cine and -its aommmmm was no
-more than Emm._v_m jottings.
. :This is an experiénce not unfa-

" miliar to consumers ac}

country.

Block letters ’

" But this may soon become a
_'practice of the past. The Govern- .

ment is all set to make it manda-

‘tory for doctors to write' théir
" prescriptions in capital letters. A

draft to this effect has already
been sent by the Medical Coun-
cil of India (MCI) to the
Government.

“The process is on and we ex-.

MINERVA chc._O\m: UTTERSTOCK.COM

pect this to be issued very soon,”
said a senior official with the
MCTI's ethics section. Pharma-

cists agree that there is a serious

“dons,”

~ dlofig with some NGOs.

a_.m.m.a. _.mmn._m:m wrm prescrip- -
says A Rambabu, who
ZEEE Medicalsin’

Zm_wo:nm case :

i

Infact,itis a EE_.BNQ& from-

"Nalgonda in Telangana, Chilu- -
. kuri Paramathma, whoislargely -

‘behind' the immirent change,’

He mommm&vw pursued mﬁ

anmn compiled a’list of over
100 pairs of drugs, which sound-

 ed similar and were spelt differ-
“ently by a singl¢ letter, but were

for diffe —.mnn.p__Em:G.

L

N _.mm then followed this up with

" ;. the State medical organisations,
0 "MC], and several'key authorities-
. ....... " under the Health Ministry, in-

.n__._&nm. the regulatory, Drug
nouﬁ.o:ﬂ General of India.

High Court. ‘And éarlier this yea
a two-mémber Bench of the

Court comprising Chief Justice..
... & .- KalyanJyothi Sengupta and Jus- .
7 7 tce Sanjay Kumar issued dixec:
" fions to.the MCI to E_G %Eo....

“priate steps. .

Banpléa -~ .
‘The pharma

style in prescriptions, as phar-.

macists were ‘Uable to under- -

stand them and ended up dis-
pensing the wrong medicines.
For instance, Microgest. pre-,

.. '$cribed. for a’woman to help

. After four years of pursuit, he; -
“ filed a Pl in the Andhra E.mammr,..”

's ‘pléa was to
ban the running hand-writing

: EE- her pregnancy, was read by.
" the pharmacist as Misoprest-

; iEnr can nm—_m.m an abgrtion.’

_sn_ _u_.mmn.._cmm

The Centre’s apptoval is awaited -
on the MCI's draft directing doc- -

tors to prescribe in capital let-

" ters. It will become mandatory -
" for” doctors, once the nm:a.m

givesitsnod. -

Dr Zw:anﬂu singh, “Apollo H.
__Hospitals Diréctor (Medical Ser-*.

vices), points out that all pre-
scriptions for its in-patients are
in typed formats. “(In the) next
six moniths, we "aim to extend
this to out-patiets as <<m= he
added.

But in smaller establishire :Q
run by neighbourhood doctors,
it may be easier to opt for a less
_expensive nrw:mm in_ habit —
‘from running rb:as\d_u:m to
m__émvm_






