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tailed guidelines are being put in

. place for examiners of drug patent

filings in the wake of a spate of liti-
gations involving pharmaceutical
playersinthe country Inabid topro-

“vide a thorough patent approval
" process, the country’s intellectual
“- property office — the office of the
" controller general of patents, de-

signsand trademarks — isnow tak-
ing steps to ensure that the process

. of drug patent examinations is be-
B Fm done 8353:% m:n in uni-
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Litigations around .the drug
patentshavebeenincreasing, manya
times involving multi-national com-

panies — better known as Big Phar- -

ma — specially on those life saving

drugs such as cancer and heart dis- .
eases in the recent past. Bigpharma .

firms have all along been at logger-
heads with their domestic counter-
parts over the alleged frivolous
patents. They often state that domes-
ticplayersare engaged infilingforin-
tellectual rights for incremental in-
novations on already knowndrugs.
Tnachatwith FErecently inChen-

nai, -Chaitanya Prasad, controller
general of patents, designs and
trademarks &registrar of geograph-
jcal indications, said that the intel-
lectual property office has been ap-
proving drug patents in accordance

with the law of theland. mosgﬁ. it
is now working on formulating new
set of guidelines which will provide
standard and uniform methods for
examinerstofollow while lookingat
patent applications.

Prasadsaid:“TheIndiangovern-
ment has made the patent laws after
alotof thought. However, wearein
the process of creating detailed
guildelines for examiners of the
drug patent mvESmﬁobm Also we
are conducting stakeholders con-
sultations in this nmmma The first
round is already over and the sec-
ondround isdue soon.”
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cannot do anything on the unsatis-
fied drug companies going in for lit-
igations on the rejected or granted
patent, hesaid that the patentoffice
could only make the examinations
uniform and consistent. “ If a com-
pany isunhappy about thedecision,

it will go for litigation; we can’t .

avoid Em?m:cmsg ” ‘he said. He

‘further said that it has initiated in-

tellectual property (IP) awareness
programme among the industry as-
sociations and he wants the state
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betterIPregime.
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