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AstraZeneca arrays
academic assetsin

Cambridge, May 18

) ISING up from the
Rﬁelds around the uni-

\versity city of Cam-
bridge, the steel towers of the

Laboratory.of Molecular Bi-

ology are scientific pillars in

" the defence that drugs group
AstraZeneca i mounting
against a takeover approach
by its US rival Pfizer. -

The lab's four towers —
clearly:visible from arriving
trains— helpkeep vibrations
and noise away from highly
sensitive equipment. Scien-
tists whowork therehavesaid
itis“simply toodangerous”to
let AstraZeneca be bought by

.theAmericangroup.

AstraZeneca plans to
move its own research and
corporate headquarters to
the plot next door to the lab,
which has earned 10 Nobel
prizes. The company is em-
phasizing a strategic . re-

search alliance it has agreed .

with the laboratory's owner,
the publicly funded Medical
Research Council (MRC). As-
traZeneca says it wants the

relationship to besymbiotic. -

The group — subject of a

. $100-billion-plus, . bid ap-
proach from Pfizer — hopes
the collaboration canhelpac-
celerate the devélopment of

' new, ground-breaking drugs
and revitalise its business,
placing it at the core of a
growing cluster of expertise
around Cambridge.

The site is due to be com '

pleted in 2016. Other large
drugmakers have built re-
search outposts in Cam-
bridge and US life sclence
.centres like Boston and San
Francisco, but none have un-
dertaken such a wholesale
moveof operations.

!

AstraZeneca plans to moveitsown research andcorporate headquar-

er defence

terstothe plotnextdoor to thelab, which has earned 10 Nobel prizes
. «

While Pfizer says it will
complete the planned re-
search centre if it buys As-
traZeneca,ithasnotsaid how
many staff it will have in
Cambridge orelsewhere.

AstraZeneca’s Cambridge
ambitions go further than
simply relocating its scien-
tistsand topmanagementina
leading university town. Un-
der thedeal with the MRC, the
drugmaker will give acade-
mics access to more than two
million molecules in As-
traZeneca's compound -
brary, which they candevelop
as they will, giving As-
traZenecafirstrefusalonany
potentialdrugs.

“This is what I've always
asked for;” said Hugh Pel-
ham, director of the biology
lab, which is known as MRC
LMB.

The arrangement will ap-

_peal to scientists’ profession-

alambitions, by encouraging
research for publication in
scientific journals, “crossing
the road between academia
and Industry” and even stim-

ulating some to start their
own companies, he told visit-
ingjournalists last week.

When it comestosparking
great scientific ideas, much
depends on human connec-
tions which have been years
inthe making, Pelham said.

AstraZeneca's small exist-
ingbiotechoperation inCam-
bridge, known as MedIm-
mune, hasrootsgoingback 25
years to the time when a sci-
entistled company, Cam-
bridge Antibody Technology,
was spun out from the big
MRCbiologylab.

“There are people there
that we know. People are mar-
ried to people there,” Pelham
said. Beingneartoeachother
— cycling to work together —
isa“verysignificant cultural
feature of Cambridge”.

More than 1,600firmshave
been createdas aresultof col-
laborations between acade-’
mia and the private sector in
Cambridge, and the universi-
ty's £4.9-billion ($8.25 billion)
collective endowment is Eu-
rope's largest. Reuters
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