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AstraZeneca
takeover
would benefit
science: Pfizer

London, May 7: Pfizer - -
sought to allay fears that
its proposed $106-billion”

takeover of AstraZeneca

i ‘would deal a blow to drug

research, saying the new

~ company would bolster

innovative science and

-, speed the development of

new treatments.
Aspolitical opposition
tothe plan grew, Pfizer re-

" fterated its commitment

to the deal, ‘posting a
graphic on its website
that touted the benefits of

" a merger. It said the com-
binedgroupwouldbeable "

to expand its global re-

search, speed up the de--
velopment of treatments

and broaden its footprint
in emerging markets. A

. ‘combined Pfizer-As-

traZeneca would be the
world’s largest pharma-

ceuticals business and -

save Pfizer billionsof-dol-
larsintaxesby shiftingits
domicile toBritain.

ButBritishPrimeMin-

ister David Cameron is
facing growing pressure
fromlawmakerstosecure

promises about jobs, re-

search and intellectual
property. On Tuesday,
business secretary Vince
Cable said thé govern-
ment could use its public
interest powers to inter-
veneinthedeal. Reuters
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