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Sun Pharma
settles lawsuits
with Novartis
over cancer drug

fe Bureau

Mumbai, May 15: SunPhar-
maceutical Industries said
on Thursday it entered into
an agreement with Novartis
Pharmaceuticals, settlingall

" lawsuits concerning the

marketing of a generic ver-

sion of the latter's cancer -

drug, Gleevec. : :
Underthetermsof theset-
tlement, Sun Pharma can

market the therapy, which-
- targets a type of blood can-

cer, from February 1, 2016.
The patent on the drug,
whose chemical name is
imatinib mesylate, is set
to expire on July 4, 2015 in
theUS.

Sun Pharma has a tenta-
tive approval for 100 mg and
400 mg doses of imatinib
mesylate from the US Food
and Drug Administration,
according to the regulator's
website.

AnalystsexpectSunPhar-

ma to earn about $50 million
inFY16fromthedrug.

Dr Reddy's Laboratories
hasalso been battling Novar-
tis: over rights for generic

..Gleeveéc, however analysts

say the Mumbai-based com-
pany will havefirst-to-file ex-
clusivity for the six months
afterlaunch. . .

. Withannualsalesof $2bil-
lon, the blockbuster drug
was the centre of patent con-

troversy in India in 2013

when the Supreme Court de-
niedapatentontheleukemia
drug citing evergreening
of patent. .
The Swissdrugmakerhad
criticized the judgment say- .
ing, “the decision discour-
ages innovative drug discov-
ery essential to advancing
medical science for pa-
tients.” Sun Pharmaceutical
Industries, Glenmark Phar-
maceutical, Cipla are some
companies that market ima-
tinib mesylatein India.

et






