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Sanofi junks
Glenmark's
painkiller
molecule

By C.H. UNNIKRISHNAN &
RAVI ANANTHANARAYAN

MUMBAL

rench drug multinational

Sanofi SA has terminated a -
licensing deal signed with In-
dia’s Glenmark Pharmaceuti-
cals Ltd in 2010 for a novel
chronic pain management
drug candidate, GRC 15300, af-
ter the new chemical entity
failed the Phase II proof—of—
concept trial.
3 Sanofi discontinued the trial
of this molecule in the March
quarter and will return the
rights to Glenmark, said a per-
son familiar with the develop-
ment.

" “This project has been ter-
minated and (we) had an-
nounced (this) in our most re--
cent Document de Reference,”
confirmed Jack Cox, Sanofi's -
senior director, corporate me-
dia relations, in an email re-

sponse.

This is the second major
blow for Glenmark this year af-
ter it lost a patent suit. to Ab-
bott Laboratories in the US in
March, resulting in potential
damages and’ expenses of
about X217 crore to be pald to
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