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US under pressure to act against India Y

Senate Panel Wants Action At WTO For Violation Of _am__moem_ Property Rights
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New _vm:uw The -US govern:
ment is coming under intense
pressure from lawmakers to act
against India at the World Trade

Organization (WTO) for what -

they say are violations of patent
rules. The tough stance adopted
by US lawmakers raises the
pressure on the new Indian gov-
ernmentto swiftly swing intoac-
tion to check against potential
damage to bilateral trade ties,
which have taken a knock in re-
centmonths.

The demand to move nﬁ
WTO was made during a meet-
ing of the Senate finance com-
mittee on the US administra-
tion’s trade policy agenda last
Thursday, a day after the US
Trade Representative released a
réeport where it refiised to down-

- grade India for its intellectual

property rights(IPR)regime.
Clearly, the US senators were

not mmnmm& with the response
and attacked their government

“for-Jetting several developing

countries, including India; Chi-
naand Brazil, stealamarch. “In
1990s, India and China had limit-

“ed technical capacity. Now, they

can use highly technical stan-

.dards to advantage their domes-

tic firms and extract American
company’s intellectual property
for their own use. And it's a
shakedown, plain and simple,”
said Ron Wyden, who chairs the
US Senate finance committee.
Some others wentastep fur-
ther and attacked India. “In-
dia’s been pursuing trade poli-
cies . that undermine US
intellectual property to pro-

mote its own domestic industri- .

es, Whattheyaredoingseemsto
me to be a clear violation of

- their WTO obligations...enfor-

cement action at the WT'O may

bethemosteffectivetoolthatwe .
_ have to get India to change its

The tough
stancebyUS
lawmakers .
hasincreased .
the pressure on
the new govt to
check against
potential
damage to
bilateral

trade ties
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own domestic industries.
What they are doing: &
seems to me to be a clear violation of their -~
WTO obligations...enforcement action at the
WTO may be the most effective tool that we
_have to get India to change its behaviour
—ORRIN G HATCH. } REPUBLICAN FROM UTAH

behaviour,”said Orrin GHatch,
a Republican from Utah. Simi-
larly, Democrat Robert Menen-
dezpointed to specificconcerns
over “India’s pharmaceutical
patent violations”.

In response, USTR Michael
Froman said the authorities
were concerned “about the dete-

- rioration of theinnovation envi-

ronment in Ihdia” but was
awaiting a dialogue with the
new government sothat thecon-

cerns could beaddressed.
He specially flagged two

. concerns, patents and com-

pulsory licensing, issues that
are of special interest to glob-
al pharmaceutical giants,

‘which have been Hogﬁbm..

with the US authorities as

well as with lawmakers.
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“We’ve been encouraging

them to enter into a dialogue

- about other mechanisms for
ma&.mmmw.ﬁ _mm:wsmﬁm oou..

cerns about healthcare in H:
- dia and about aceess to medi-
- cines that do not violate our :
~IPR,” Froman said. i
) Eﬁocw:EmFEm:mo%; :
ment has indicated that it is
open to a dialogue, it wants the
.agendatoinclude otherareasof
interest as well. At the same :
time, officialshaveruledoutany :
" violation of India’s internation- :

al commitments on IPRs, argu-

ing that it issued a compulsory :
licence, whichmeansitwaiveda :
company’s patent rights, overa :

cancer drugfor affordability

Similarly, the government :
maintains thatdenial of patents :
was allowed under section 3(d) !
of Indian Patent Actand didnot . *
violate WIO's Agreement on
Trade-Related Aspects of IPR
(Trips) if there was no genuine .
inventionordiscoveryandthere ;
was an attempt to merely tweak i
an existing product to continue .

' iEEm@mga.

deheeueencesacacncasneseasuosreeontostasaasesatanetiatattatioaecsstatesttasss nssattinaoecsessosdreatttevasasesuosaceuossnnnnasnnacanitttoniossetotattoanntatiitrrannassasanaritesisetosterotansaseotattaniiiettiarsattosorsnanttanesnoeets






