\
’PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

o Y Financial Chronicle, Delhi
GOVERTMEST OF INDIA Monday 5th May 2014, Page: 6

Width: 16.48 cms, Height: 17.67 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2014-05-05.41.42

ake essential drugs
affordable for all: Clplu

'Indlspensoble medlcme should not be sold under monopoly )

Press TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi

AMID US firms’ allegat.lons
of patent norm violations
against
companies, leading domes-
tic drug maker Cipla has

said that essential medi~

. cines be made available to
people at affordable rates
and should not be sold
under monopoly. ’

“As a scientist I believe
that an inventor or innova-
tor of a new: drug should be
suitably rewarded, no doubt
about that. But then, if the
drug is essential it should
not be sold under monop-

- oly,” Cipla chairman Yusuf
Hamied said.

Hamied, who was speak-
ing here at the special
screening of documentary
Fire in the Blood, said the
right to live should not be de-
-pendent on the ability to pay.
- “Itis important to ensure
that essential life saving and
vital:drugs- aréavailable at
affordable prices not only in
developing countries but
worldwide,” he added.

“The right to live should

Indian pharma.

HEALTH ISSUE Us phanna lobbies are pressuring their govemment to take action over 1ssuance
of compulsory lncense by Indian government to a domeshc firm

not. be dependent on the
ability to pay, lives cannot
be sacrificed at the altar of
corporate profit and greed,”
‘Hamied said.

The US pharma lobbies
are pressuring their govern-
ment to take action agaifist
India. They are alleging
that Indian IPR laws dis-
criminate against Ameri-

can companies. They have -

raised concerns regarding

Swiss pharma major Novar- .

tis losing the legal battle for
getting its blood cancer
drug Glivec patented in

‘India. They have also raised
‘concerns over issuance of
compulsory license by Indi- -

an government to a domes-
tic firm. Calling the phar-

" maceutical

industry a
‘healthcare custodian' of
the world, Hamied offered’
technology transfer to pro-"
duce affordable drugs to.
the developing countries.

" “I:de believe that&élin:
tries should take up this
offer from India to provide
technology to the develop-
ingworld,” he added. .
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