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Abbott backs India’s

drug patent regime
US Co Contradicts Big Pharma On IP Fears

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The government
has received support fsom an
unexpected quarter in its bat-
“tle against the US on the intel-
lectual property (IP)regime.
Amid an uproar for action
against India by Blg Pharma,
American drug major Abbott
has told the US International
Trade Commission (USITC)
that it is “not currently facing
any significant challenges
with respect to intellectual
property protection in India”.
Abbott is the second US
company after Boeing to sup-
port India’s case, leaving com-

panies such as Pfizer and No- -

vartis-as the top protesters who
are demanding changes to the
Indian IP regime, which allows
flexibility to patent authorities
to turn down frivolous patent
applications. In addition, they
wantthe provision to waive pat-
ent rlghts, or issue compulsory
licences in special cases to-be
withdrawn.
The USITC, a quasi-judi-
- cial body, is investigating if In-
dian government policies and

- tariffs impacted ‘American

companies, investment and
jobs. Various companies and

industry groups are making .

submissionsto the agency and
Abbott presented its position

to William Powers, project.

leader of the India SurveyPro-
ject Team,on April18.

“Indiaisan investment pri- -

ority and fundamentally im-
portant tothefutureof Abbott.
‘We have had a positive experi-
enceinIndia,arecommitted to
a long-term presence, and re-

main optimistic about our fu- -

ture because our diversified
product offering makes us
uniquely able to meet the
health needs of Indian citi-
zens. We are also proud of the
work we do there, which we be-
lieve makes a substantial posi-
tive impact on the health of In-
dia’s people,” Abbott said in a
five-page note. At the same
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» Five pharma companies
seen lobbying hard for US
t action against India

» Govt sees Pfizer leading "’
the charge, along with
BMS, Bayer, | Novartis
and Roche - -

» Pfizer had
recently met
India's
ambassador
to the US

time it called for greater trans-
parency indecision makingto

-boost invéstor confidence.

“The Trade Related Aspects

“ of Intellectual Property Rights
(Trips) Agreement provides an -

important framework for that
protection and it is important
that all World Trade Organiza-
tion membersmeet theirobliga-
tions under Trips. Currently
Abbott is not facing any signifi-
cant challenges with respect to
intellectual property protection
inIndia,” itadded. -~ )
Abbott’s position puts the
spotlight on five pharina com-
panies — Pfizer, Bayer Corpo-
ration, Novartis, Bristol-
Myers Squitli and Roche —
which are seen to be the main
protesters. The government

seeking amendments to
Indian patent law

-» Drug eompanies fear
contaglon effect”
in other countriés:
after India revoked:
'volous patents, :
wajved rightsto -
7 offer cheap cancer
“‘medicine :

» Boeing had earlier
backed India’s IP regime

suspects that Pfizer is leading
the charge as it fears that ac-
tions taken by India, although
allowed under Trips, was re-
sulting in similar action in -
other countries.

For instance, Austraha re-
cently enacted the Raising the
Bar Act, seen as the biggest re-
vamp of the IP rights regime
in close to two decades. The
legislation, which came into -
effect just last week, gives cus-
tomers access to a simplified
IP system, while also helping

- innovators. Several' other -
_countries such as Argentina
and the Philippines are also

amending their laws, while
uthers such as Brazil, China,
Russia and South Africa are
contemplating changes.
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