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ZeBA SIDDIQUI
Reuters

INDIA'S Natco Pharma has
-formally asked the Indian .
patent office to. deny US -

drugmaker Gilead Sci-

- ences’s new hepatitis C drug

Sovaldi a patent in India, a
source with direct knowl-

" edge of the matter said.

If successful, the move
could clear the way for the
Indian company to launch a
cheap generic version of the

drug. Gilead, whose medi-

cine has been hailed by doc-

" tors as a breakthrough in
treating the liver-destroying

disease, has come under fire

over its product’s $1,000 per -

pill price tag in the United
States.
India’s patent laws allow

‘a third party to dispute the

validity of a pending patent
application. Natco has filed
a so-called “pre-grant oppo-
sition” with the Controller
General of Patents, Designs

& Trademarks, said the
" source, who declined to be
» named because the infor-
3 mation was not public yet.

It.was. not. clear when
Natco filed the opposition
arid Reuters could not im-
mediately obtain a copy of
the filing.
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Natco chief executive

Rajeev Nannapaneni de-
clined to comment. Officials

at Gilead and at the patent -

department in Mumbai
were not immediately avail-
able for comment.

Natco has opposed the
patent on the same grounds
as New York-based Initiative

for Medicines, Access ‘&

Knowledge (I-MAK), argu-'

. ing that Sovaldiis not “in-

ventive” enough, the source

lawyers and scientists, filed
an opposition in November

Natco seeks to block Gilead’s
‘hepatitis C drug patent in India

2013 to the grant of a patent

" in Inidia on Sovaldi, ¢chemi-
* cally called sofosbuvir, say-

ing the drug uses “old sci-
ence”. Lo

Natco’s ~ opposition
comes amid a growing clam-
our by healthcare cam-
paigners and doctors to en-
sure that Sovaldi and other
new hepatitis C pills are
made affordable in develop-

mg countnes

In the United States,
some healthcare_providers
have described the $84,000
price tag for a 12-week
course of treatment as. “out-
rageous”.

The medical chanty
Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(MSF) supported I-MAK’s
opposition and believes a
12-week course of treat-
ment and diagnosis should
cost no more than $500,
saying a high cost would put
the drug out of reach to
most of the 90 per cent of
hepatitis C patients hvmg in
low-and  middle-income

-countries.

- The World Health Or-
ganisation estimates as
many.as 12 million people in
India;a country of mqre
than 1.9 billion people, have
hepatitis C. Other experts
put the figure even higher.






