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- WASHINGTON

While the US Government and_
strong American pharma sector

~ have been up in arms against In-

dia for issuing compulsory li¢ ;

‘:cence in the sector, an eminent .-

global non-governmental organi-

. sationhassaidthatitistheUnited "

States which leads the world in ~

- use of compulsory licénces. The. .
‘United States “is leading . the:

world in the use of compulsory Li--

. -censes, and ishypocriticalin voic:
. ing indignance when developing-

countries issue compulsory li- -

" censesforessential drugs,” Wash-

-ington-based Knowledge Ecology

International (KEI), with its offic- -

.. esinGeneva, hasalleged. g
. Inarecent submission tothé US-

."International Trade Commis:

. 'sion, KEIsaid that from 1970 until

2005, India did not grant patents

-.onpharmaceutical products, and:
- like many other developing coun- -

tries limited or eliminated patent
protection for pharmaceutical

S, :

“The USand other countrieseek -
tolimit and curb anti-competitive.
actions by businesses-One of the
remedies available to curb anti ..

‘eompetitive acts are compulsory

license on patents,copies, data or
other typesof intellectual proper-

" tyrights,” said JamesLoveof KEI..

In its testimony, KEI said that -
from 1970 until 2005, India did niot -
grant patents on pharmaceutical
products, and like many other de-
veloping countries limited or
eliminated patent protection for
pharmaceutical drugs. When the- .
WTO was created, its TRIPS
agreement included a require-” -
ment that India and other coun-
tries grant patents on pharma-
ceutical products.

It created a new system to regu-
late the limitations and excep- -
tions for patent rights, including
the granting of compulsory li-
censes, hesaid. -

According to KEI, India and oth-
er countries were reluctant to ac-
cept the TRIPS agreement, but
did so after threats of unilateral’

- frade sanctions , as part of a
. larger bargain that offered grea- -

ter marketaccess.
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