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US doctors
feel ‘bitter
taste’ of

Indian pills

SOME doctors in the United
States are becoming concerned
about the quallty of generic
drugs supplied by Indian manu-
facturers following a flurry of
recalls and Import bans by the
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA). India supplies about 40
per cent of generic and over-
the-counter drugs used in the
US making it the second-biggest
supplier after Canada.

In recent months, the FDA cit-
ing quality control problems
ranging from data manipuilation
to sanitation has banned the
importation of products from
Ranbaxy Laboratorles Ltd,
Wockhardt Ltd and most
recently Sun Pharmaceutical
Industries:Ltd. “Pm Just begin-
ning to realise the gravity of the
problem,” sald Steven Nissen,
head of cardlology at the Cleve-
jand Clinic. “It’s terrible and it is
starting to get a Iot of traction
among physlclans

Quallty of generlc “
drugs ralses concerns

- India’s drugmakers re_lect any
criticism that thelr products are
Inferior to-drugs made In other
countries. “We have heard doc-
tors making generalised state-
ments withotit being specific on
any product or company,” sald

D.G. Shah, secrétary general, _
Indlan Pharmaceutlcal Alllance,

“This Is a dellberate and serious
campaign to malign the Indlan
generic Industry. Doctors are
not in a position to judge
whether manufacturing
processes are correct or not.
That is the US FDA’s job.”.

“We are losing control over
what people are swallowing,”
sald Harry Leven, cardlologist at
the Cleveland Clinic, who Is try-
Ing ralse awareness of the mat-
ter among US lawmakers. “Now,
when a patient comes In who Is

not doing well, thefirst thing | do

Is look at thelr drugsand find out
who makes it.” Indlan physicians
do not share the concerns.
Narendra Sainl, secretary gen-
eral, Indian Medlcal Assoclation,
said, “How do | know that West-
ern drugs are better than our
drugs?”’ Reuters
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