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MEGAN MCARDLE

Can Lipitor save
. {Blg Pharma‘? '

there 1s,some compe ling reason 0
_ takethebrandname. Whichmeans -

¥ ) igPharma could look atoff-
. patent:- drugs - ‘competing

the-counter space on the strength
of brand name

R 4 slongbeenmtheworks Pflzer
~“«'Trié. has begun testmg an over-the:
~_counter version of Lipitor, the
‘blockbuster drug thathas plumped -

i up the pharmaceutical giant’s cof-
- fersfor morethanadecade,

You may wonder: Why go OTC? -

~Twenty years ago, that would have
.~ beenagoodquestion. Pharmaceuti-

i cal companies tended to like pre-
scription drugs; insurance compa-
niespaidforthem, meaningthatthe

¢~ outworryingabout price. Why goto
“*"the extra expense of testing your
drugforthe OTCmarket?

o “theyears; Now theytend topressfor

““generics to be prescribed unless’

with generics for the over- -+

-patients tended to take them with-

thatas drugs go off- patent—which..
. Lipitor did at the end of 2011— .-
“.there’squiteabitof walletshock..
Lipitorisfollowingatrailblazed’

by-others such as Prilosec; which

seems to have done very wellasan’ >

OTC drug. At-OTC prices, con-"
" sumers may opt for a brand name
just because ... o
‘name, and what’s a few extra dol-

well, it’s a brand

lars? You'llnotice thatthere’sstilla

- lot of Advil on the shelves even
, though there are loads of generic: ¢
“-equivalents available, This may be

an increasingly-common new life

cycle for adrug: Patentadrug, letit-
Srunitscourse, maybe trysome com-"
~bodrugstoextend the patent's life, -~
“thenletitgooff-patentand compete

asa prerhium brandion drugstore

‘'shelves. Can this save Big Pharma
. from the wave of blockbuster
< Insurance companies have be- : ] '
“comealotmoreprice-sensitiveover |

patent cliffs it has been experienc-

ing? Not necessarily ... but it could -

extend the industry’s shelf life.
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