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n trade policies =~

in India

‘Narayan Lakshm :

WASHINGTON: India’s policies -

for regulating fore
and investment; k
“particularly in'the context
of Intellectual Property”

gn trade

Rights (IPR) affeeting the -
‘pharmaceutical industry,

were in the crosshairs'of

the U.S. Congress this week

-as a lengthy investigation
was launched into whether
such policies were harming
.the U:S. economy Y REGs
discriminating ag nst
American firms:

The “fact-ﬁndmg’ :
investigation on “Trade, -

Investment, and Industrial.

Policies in India: Effects on
the'U.S. Economy,” which - #
- kicked off on Wednesday, is -

being undertaken by the "
U.S. International Trade.
Commission upon
authorisation by the Senate
Finance Commlttee and .
the House of ‘
Representatives’ Ways and
Means Committee.
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life-saving drugs; over
** “commercial profits.
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The launch of the.

‘investigation comesin the
“wake of an increasingly
stridenttenor.ofdebateon. -

whether India’s [P
environment, relatingto
generic pharmaceutlcals
and copyrlght issues linked
to music and film piracy,
and'similar concerns;is

“deteriorating,” or whether
- Indiais 51mplypr10r1tlsmg

access, forexample to . -

At the heart of the
discussion are India’s

-+ ‘decisions to deny patents to '>

certain cancer drugs such as

Novartis’ Glivecand Bayer’s’
Nexavar, even asit granted 3

compulsory licenses to -
domestic producers of

" genericversionsof these

drugs. : .
The USITC" process
comes aday afterthe U.S, -
Trade Representative '

(USTR) announced that the

agency was seeking World
Trade Organisation (WTO)

firms in these sectors.””

contentrequirements for

.dispute__,consuitetions with : |
. -India over the latter'slocal -

solar panel manufacturmg,

which is alleged to

producers of solar -
components i

- The investigation also SRR
~.eomes-as the USTR called

for hearings, starting on-

‘.- discriminate against U.S.

A

February 24, to prepareits -

partners:

2014 “Special 301 Report”
" i-onthe adéquacy of IPrights
~ protection by U.S. tradlng

*-“The mandate of the B
b1part1san Commission =%

convemng thls week isto-

wide range of stakeh_o]ders :

and “enumerate restrictive -

trade and investment = .
policies that India '
maintains or has recently

adopted, determine which

sectors of the U.S. economy
are most affected by these
policies, and describe the
competitiveness of Indian






