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Investment,

- trade Issues
“putstresson
US-Indla ties

SachinParashar | TNN

New Delhi: Ind1a-US ties are. .

againunderstress—thistime

over trade and investment — -

according tothe government.
With callsinthe USfordes-
ignating India a Priority For-
eign Country (PFC), the worst
downgrading of status by the

US Trade Representative for -
_inability to protect intellec- -
tual property rights, the gov- -
ernment is accusing US au- |

thorities of intimidating the

health ministry over theissue
of © compulsory licences,

P Related report, P 10

which allow local firms to

. manufacture patented drugs,
-and simultaneously prevent- -

ing other developing coun-

- tries from acting against ever-

greening of drugpatents.
APFCtagcanallowtheUS

. to impose unilateral sanc-
tions against India for domes--
~ ticlawswhich deny benefits to

the US under any trade agree-
ment. Government sources
here said there seemedtobea
two-fold US agenda.
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