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NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 23 ‘

TOUGHENING its stand

ment has decided not to meet
the officials of the USITC, a
| federal American agency
which has initiated a probe
against domestictrade and in-
| vestmentpolicies. |

sought meetings with officials

of different ministries, includ-

.ingéommerce and industry, fi-
nance and external affairs. But
Indiahasdecided not to enter-
tain them,” ald an official.

against the US, Indian govern-

“USITC officials are cotn-
ing to India and they have ~

rules, particularly intellectual

. property laws, discriminate
- "against US companies. Last

week, it conducted a hearing

, mconnectlonmthltsmvesnga-_.'
tion, “Trade, Investment, and .
Industrial Policiés in India: Ef-

fects onthe US Economy’.

“The country’s IPR laws
are fully compliant with intet-
national laws including WTO.
Ifthey have any issueswith our **

_Bristol-Myers Sqibb’s Sp
" celand Novartis’ Glivec. Tthas

lawss, they can raise that in the

from the American |
agency are visiting - .

-India and have soughvt i :
' meetings with
. »dlfferent ministries. .’

' The USITChias raised the
matter of rejection of patentt

WTOQandatthat forumwe can ™ _
have consultationswiththem,”  stated that Indian IPR laws are :
the official said. " not Trade Related Aspects of
The Obama administra- *, Intellectual Propérty nghts’
_ tionhadbeenstrongly criticis-, . compliantunder the WTO.
" ing India’s investment climiate N Swiss pharma major No-

. USITC, Al 'éd'ﬁ{é’t’f ™" and IPR laws, specially in " vartishadlostalegal bfe for:
| dia’sttidde! ﬁﬂﬂ'\ﬂ(ré'i‘xﬁdh{é ol phaﬁ‘maand‘tﬁé*éﬂlarsectors

' getﬁ;fg its blodd

Govt offlclals decline to meet USITC members |
OFFICIAL-S{Q!‘_ f

“from manufacturing generic

Glivec patented in India and °
to testrain Indian companies

" drugs. The Supreme Court

" hadrejected the multinational

company’splea lastyear.
India already figures on
the US Government’s Special
301 Pnorlty Watch List and :
* ' there is also a proposal to'in-"
clude Indiain the list of Amer-

¢ ica’s Priority Foréign Oountry .

Underthe US Trade Act,a
Priority Foteign Countryisthe
" worst classification given to
foreign countries that deny ad-
' equate and effective protec-
tion of IPR or fair and equi-
table market access to US

ersonsrelylnguponIPR Io-
ectidnqt’“‘?"i f"‘?ﬂ"‘ '






