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‘Health activists concerned over -

O-Em-?—m_.ow deal for HIV &:m
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" Concerns have surfaced
" aver Indian vgm?&.ou

Cipla striking an India-spe-
cifie strategic deal with US-
based Merck and Co for a

. critical HIV drug Ralte-

gravir with health activists

- demanding clarity on _&m

pricing of the drug. )
The agreement allows

Cipla to have a non-exclu-

sive licence to market, pro-

" mote and distribute MSD’s

(Merck’s {rade name) Ral-

tegravir “400 mg " tablet
under a -different - brand
name in India. But activists

are questioning ' pricing .

ramifications of the deal
considering Raltegravir is

. patented in India since 2006

and with the patent not’
expiring before 2022, open |

" generic competition on this
- medicine is blocked,

“The licence deal is a huge

w_nwmwvm__

l._._._m deal allows Cipla 8
-market, u_‘o:_oﬁm and dis-
- tribute Merck's Raltegravir
*. 400.mg tablet under a dif--
ﬁmazn brand name in India

- mm_ﬁmm_.ms_‘ is patentedin

JIndia till 2022 and open
. generic competition on this
aEm is blocked

= The deal is a huge disappointment as it doesn’t m__oi .

‘competition among muttiple producers that oo:_a lead
to wo.x..u_‘_om reduction of the a_‘:m

&mmvvoggmb» asitdoesn’t .

allow generic competition
among multiple producers
‘that could lead to 90% price*

decreases we've seen for
other HIV medicines in -

Ihdia and other developing
countries. - India’s -Health
Ministry should pursue a
compulsory. licence on Ral-

petition” so that affordable
generic versions of this drug
are available,” Leena Meng-

“haney of Médecins Sans

Frontiéres said.

for ‘a drug. “The govern:
méht must %B&m whether

or” not such  marketing:

arrangements between

. Indian and large ‘foreign
tegravir to allow broad com- -

pharma firms undermine or

improve access to medi-
cines at affordable prices,™

zm.b.mrmbmw argued.

currently pay. over $5,000
per patient per year for Ral-
tegravir with' MSF &oum

".paying over .$1,700 per
.. patient per year for Ralie-

gravir in’ n.mwnsmbn pro-
grammes.in India.’ :
“Any licensing -deal con-

. cerning. a drug patented in
MSF added it was not up.

to companies to %Bmm ona

‘réasonable price or terms

India is Liable for scrutiny of

-the government. MSD. is.

bound to subinit'a copy of its

Jicensing agreement to. the
Patents Office to come clean
-on anti- competitive. provi-
"sions in the agreement, if

any. If MSD doesn’t submit
the agreement <oEstHK

. the government can ask for -
:..: said activist Oovm Kumar. -

- While the terms of the deal

Middle-income- oocu_u._om )

risan wmgmmz Em.,mw mbm Du_» :
ine used to tre: g..rmﬁb#wmm:nsmm?&ro..
have ' t . activists say :the ‘company .
- ' statementsindicate the agree-
,.Enzfmzoﬁmrnmboms..éms

up production and supply of a
generic version of Raltegravir
“Itis a deal that will allow Mer-
ck to use Cipla's marketing
and distribution network in
Indiato sell its patented prod-
uct under a different brand
riame. There’s no clarity on
price. Merck and Cipla must

_.declare terms of the deal so
stakeholders can independ- -
Q%gnﬁgﬁoq

. Activists &mo %Bmu&mm .
that the process of pursuing’
.a compulsory licence for
Raltegravir should be 8:-.

-tinued by India.
India has around 2.3 :E. N

lion HIV vom:Em vmow_m
and 1.3 lakh are reported

to. be on mus._.m#oAE.&‘
._u.owgmb» :





