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" New Delhi, Feb. 8: The US
Chamber of Commerce has ad-
vised its government toratchet
up pressure on India over intel-
lectual property rights and pre-
vent it from producing cheap
generic versions of medicines
under patent protection.

In a recommendation to
the United States Trade Repre-
sentative (USTR), the chamber
requested it to label India asa
Priority Foreign Country, a
tag which is given to the:worst
offenders of patent rights. The
only country on the list is
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The tough stance, also
backed by the US Pharmaceu-
tical Research and Manufac-
turers of America, would trig-
ger a stringent monitoring of
India’s trade and practices on
intellectual property rights
(IPR).

The Indian pharma indus-
try as well as government
officials believe the real cause
of the US ire is New Delhi’s
move toreview patented drugs
by MNCs to allow the manu-
facture of low-cost, generic
versions of drugs for the treat-
ment of life-threatening dis-

" eases such as cancer, diabetes,

hepatitisand HIV.
Sunil Pophale, managing

director of Reelabs India and
former co-founder of Fem Care
Pharma, said, “We won't be im-

pacted by their measures. Indi-
ans have now become generic
drug manufacturers in the US.
‘We know how to handle these
pressures.”

Reelabs works on stem-cell
therapy for neuro-degenera-
tive and bone and cartilage
disorders and holds 15 patents
for stem-cell applications.

India, along with China,
Russia, Argentina and Egypt,
is already on the US govern-
ment's priority watch list,
which ensures that its IPR
practices are closely moni-
tored by the USTR for possible
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tag for the worst offenders:-

of patent rights

Possible impact: More”
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nually by the office of the
USTR. |

In its submission, the
Chamber of Commerce said,
“We highlight India as a coun-

try with partictlar challenges

with respect to intellectual

property protections.” .
“Because India has not

wroib a record of engage-

intellectual nqoum% _uBQ_oo * ment on these issues and the

retaliatory action. The down-
grade would mean a stricter
watch and more threats for tit-

for-tat action.

The  recommendations,
which were due by Friday were

environment has deteriorated
significantly since last year,
we are now recommending
that India be designated a
mv:oﬁ@ Foreign Country,” it
said.
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2017, making it the 11thlargest
. in the world, according to IMS
‘Health. India exports drugs

worth $20billion.

The US has been unhappy .

over what it considers India’s
“misuse” of intellectual prop-
erty laws to build its domestic
industry at the expense of US
innovators.

In December last year,
Bayer's chief executive officer
Marijn Dekkers had said his
firm had not developed a can-
cer medicine “for Indians. We
developed it for western pa-
tients wha can afford it”.

US drug giant Pfizer last

_year-suffered a setback with .
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‘the m:uBEm 095 _mn:_w
rival Indian drug makers sell

‘generic versions of its kidney

cancer-drug Sutent, .

This prompted ma:»non
Max Baticus to write a letter to
the US Secretary of State John
Kerry in June last year, say-
ing; “The misuse of patentlaw
tohand US intellectual proper-
ty to Indian companies is in-
consistent with India’s inter-
national obligations.”

The recommendation by
the US chamber comes close
on the heels of the US Federal
Aviation Administration
downgrading India’s aviation
asafety rating to Category 2last
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