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Novartis business hub

BV Mahalakshmi
Hyderabad, Feb9

WISS pharma major
Novartis has decided

to expand its Hyder-

abad base with a new busi-

ness service centre follow-

1 ing its cost consolidation

strategy The new centre is
expected to open in late 2015
or early-2016-and will bring
together all Novartis opera-
tions that are currently

| spread across three sites in -

Hyderabad.
“Novartis plans to move

its existing operations in-

Hyderabadtoabusinessser-

- vices centre as a part of a

consolidation strategy. “'We

expect this new business

. gervices hub to strengthen .

the Novartis culture of con-
tinuous improvement and
contribute to greater value
forits a}ssociates, businesses
and stakeholders," a Novar-
tis spokesperson told FE.
Though the cenfre will

-not focus on R&D, however, -
it will focus on drug safety -

and regulatory affairs, epi-
demiology and clinical trial
support, publication activi-
tiesbesidesfinanceandIT.
Novartis has been pre-
sentin Hyderabadsince2007
with approximately2,300as-
sociates working in support

- of the development of inno-

vative therapies as part of

to boost Hyderabad ops

itsglobal operations.

The areas of activity in-
clude drug development,
medical operations, com-
mercial operations, finance
and IT among others. “We

expect that the site will in- -

crease in employees over
time," he said.
“Our expectation is that

group headcount will stay .

largelyflatin2014. Toensure
the necessary resources for
thelarge number of planned

- product launches and other
growthareas in2014, Novar--
tis intends to free up, priori-

tizeandreallocateresources -

primarily in the pharma-

ceutical area. We also need

to increase our flexibility, -

and be faster and more ef-
. fective. This is part of our
normal business opera-

tions andreflects our need -

torespond to adynamical-
1y changinghealthcareen-
vironment. We expect that
an equal number of jobs
will be created, as are re-
duced, to maintain our

~ headcount relatively flat )

in2014,"hesaid.
Itwasearlier reportedin

the international’ media

thatNovartisintendstocut

or transfer up to 4,000 jobs,

quoting an internal email:

Theplan,affectingupto6% :

of its pharmaceuticals

workforce, comes on top of -
aprogramme to reduce the

numberof productionsites

andispartof alargerdrive -
tocut cost. The companyis .

. alsoconductinga reviewof

its over-the-counter, ani-

mal health and vaccines
businesses, whichlack the
global scale of its pharma-
ceuticalsoperations.
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