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"%*Ma]or reshuffle at drug

controller’s office

Nine officials transferred recently; DCGI says move to
bring transparency, accountability into the system

. SUSHMI DEY
g NewDelhl (3lanuary

s Ata nme when the Indlan
Lodmg tegulator is under a-
. spotlight following interna-
- tional scrutiny of domestic
" pharmaceutical companies,

the government has ordered
transfers in the Central Drug
Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO), the
office of the drugs controller
general of India (DCGI).

As many as nine transfer
orders were issued earlier this
week, of which five are related
10 top officials in the CDSCO.
While four deputy drug con-
trollers (DDC) are transferred
from this headquarter to dif-
ferent zonal offices, one DDC
with additional charge of west

* zone is beingbrought backto
- the New Delhi headquarters.
. The transfer order, issued on

January27, hasbeen reviewed .
o by Business Standard.

- Sources suggest the move

comes in the wake of a recent;-
‘corruption case ‘' in’
Hyderabad whereaDDCwas
.allegedly found accepting a

bribe from a blood bank.

. However, DCGI G N Singh

said the transfers are "isolat-
ed from any such case”. “We
want to bring transparency
and accountability into the
system. We realised that the
position of deputy drug con-
troller is very sensitive and
they need rotation, which
will also give them more
exposure,” Singh said.

The move assumes sig-

nificance ‘because of the
events presently surround- :
-Ing the drug manufacturing

industry. AsCDSCO hasbeen

in the spotlight for itslackof

resources, madequate moni-

w
\
l

toring of clinical trials and

approval of new drugs, of late ~

it has also been criticised for

-it8 failure to monitor drug .
'rnanufacturing practices B

effectively.

_ The latest to come under
the scanner is Ranbaxy -
Laboratories, whose India
manufactured drugs are

barred from the US. While

DCGI has ordered inspection

ofthe company’s Toansa facil-
ity, files related to various
show-cause noticesserved to
Ranbaxy and others were
being handled by DDCs so far.

The four DDCs to be -

moved from the CDSCO
headquarter are K

—

Bi ajan, Q_IS'_Eradhan‘, .
' ani and S E Reddy.
~Singh safd such rota- B

tions would now be con- -'_’;

ducted every three years on

'a.naverage R






