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AstraZenecato close down
Bangalore R&D centre

=168 employees
may getthe axe |

feBureau ' ;
Bangalore, Jan29 ‘

LOBAL pharma major As-
G.traZeneca on Wednesday said it

will close down its research and
development centre in Bangalore later
this year. The London-listed company
said the decision is part of its broader
global business strategy to simplify its
R&Dfootprint.

The Bangalore centre of the $28-bil-
lion pharma company will have an im-
pact on 168 full-time employees who
work on pharmaceutical development
and drug discovery research into ne-
glected tropical disease, tuberculosis
(TB) and malaria. The centre was
named Avishkar.

Sudhir Nambiar, site head and vice-

" president of pharmaceutical develop-

ment, said: “We realise this is difficult
news for our research colleagues and
our priority isto support them over the

(A

coming months. We have not taken this
decision lightly and acknowledge the
excellentwork carried out by our people
in Bangalore."

The company had focussed its re-
sourcesonthree core therapy areas: on-
cology, cardiovascular and metabolic
diseasesapartfromrespiratory, inflam-
mation and autoimmunity "These
changesreflect the company’s strategic
focus on investing in our core therapy
areas and simplifying our R&D foot-
print,” Nambiar said.

Employees affected by the changes
willstarttoleavethecompanyatthe end
of April and the siteis expected toclose

later this year, the company said. As-
traZeneca’s India commercial organi-
sation and the clinical operations,
which are also based at the centre, will

_.movetoanew locationin Bangalore.

AstraZeneca currently employs
more than 1,200 people in sales, market-
ing and manufacturing in India. The
company said it is committed to main-
taining its strong presence in the coun-
try and its compound library will con-
tinuetobemadeavailablethroughopen
innovation partnerships, it said.

Pharmaceutical development pro-
jectscurrently carriedoutattheBanga-
lore centre will ejther be transferred to
its Macclesfield site in the UK, orbecar-
riedout by external providers. Thecom-
panywillnolongercarryoutearly stage

‘research into neglected tropical dis-

eases, TBandmalaria.

However AstraZeneca will contmue
to progress AZD5847, its phase II pro-
gramme for TB, it said. The firm will
continuetoprovideexpertisetohelpad-
vance existing third-party neglected
tropical diseases, malaria and TB -
research programmes for the benefit
of patients.






