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Biocon tc take |

sreast cancer

drug to ernerging markets ¢

VENIATESH GANESH

Banpalore, January 26-
Bangalore-based biotechnolo-
gy company Biocon Ltd is plan-
ning to take its recenily
launched breast cancer diup
to othér emerging markets.

CANMAD, jointly developed
with US-based drug-maker My-
lan Inc, will be launched in 1La-
tin America, West Asia anl
North Africa, where breast cati-
cer cases are on the rise.

“We have to get regulatury
approvals, but are keen to gt
into those markets,” Chairman
and Managing Director Kirasn
Mazumdar-Shaw said.

Biocon's confidence steiny
from the fact that CANMAD is
25 per cent cheaper than and
equally effective with Swiss
drug-maker Roche’s breast
cancer drug. Further, the conm-
pany is confident that it can
close 2014 ‘strongly’, and con
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Kiran fiasgundar Shae

fintes to see o healthn order
boglk forits drugs. The vempa-

ny reported anet profitor X105
crore for the third quarter, an
increase of 14 percent over the
covresponding, et - last

year, driven by sales o drugs
such as Basalog and Inzupen.
Addivionally, i posted
70416 crore in consolidated
et sales for the guasier, 11 per
cent m“hr rthan !I ar
wales, Aluo, Biosa o s i

into an exclusive licensing
agreement for co-develop-

_ment and commercialisation

of ADXS-HPV, a novel cancer

_imi'n'unotherapy for cervical

cancer in women, for Indiaand
other emergmg markets.

The company’s licensing in-
come was down to %15 crore in
the quarter compared with
%23 crore last year and R&D ex-
penses were down 53 per cent
to ¥20 crore. '

Mazumdar-Shaw said regu-
lations for clinical trials, espe-
cially the ones conducted for
vaccines, are “ridiculous and
impractical” and people with
no understanding of clinical
trials are making such recom-
mendations.

Recordings of large trials as
mandated by authorities in-
volving 10,000 patients and
more are extremely difficult,
she said.
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