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Cocaine users enjoy less social interactions

m__n__a_.

egular cocaine users
have difficulties in
feeling empathy for
others and exhibit less
prosocial behaviowr, scien-
tists say
Rescarchers at the
Psychiatric Hospital of the
University of Zurich in
Switzerland found that
cocaine users have social
deficits because social con-
tacts are less rewarding for
them. Chronic cocaine
uscrs display worse memo-
ry performance. concen-
tration difficulties, and
attentional deficits but
also their social skills are
affected as previous stud-

ies at the University of

Zurich suggested,

These investigations also
found that cocaine users
have difficulties to take the
mental perspective of oth-
ers, show less emotional
empathy. find it meve difti-
cult to recognise emotions
::E VO behave in a
ocial manner in
nteractions, and
ihev reporied fewer social
contacts.

Moreovelr, Worse emo-
tional empathy was corre-
lated with 4 smaller social
nelwork.

The  scientists
helieve that social cogni
tive deficits contribute to
the development and per-
petuation of cocaine addic-
tion.

In the new study pub-
lished in the Proceedings

now

of the National Academy

of Sciences, psycholo-
gists Katrin Preller and
Boris Quednow, vom.a of

the division of
Experimental and Clinical
Pharmacopsychology at
the Psychiatric Hospital of

the University of Zurich,
concluded that impaired
social interaction skills of
cocaine users could be

@ Chronic cocaine
users display worse
memory perform-
ance, concentration
difficuities, and
attentiona! deficits
but alse their social
skills are affected as
previous studies at
the University of
Zurich suggested

explained by a biunted
response to social reward.

The research team
demonstrated that cocaine
users perceived joined
attention — the shared
attentional focus of two
persons on an object after
gaze contact — as Jess
rewarding compared to

o

drug-naive healthy con-
trols.

In a subsequent function-
al imaging experiment
thev showed that cocaine

users showed a blunted
activation of a crucial part
of the reward system
the so called medial
orbitofrontal cortex  dur
ing this basal Kind of
social interaction.

A weakey activation of
the medial orbitofrontal
cortex during social

gaze contaclt was also
associated with fewer
social contacts in the past
weeks.

“Cocaine users perceive
social exchange as less pos-
itive and rewarding com-
pared to people who do not
use this  stimulant,”
Quednow said. )





