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Mumbai: That many de-
-pressed Americans tap- In-
dia’s yoga, Vedanta, mysti-
cism and spirituality for
peace of mind is well- known.
Now, India has an additional
offering, a modern one at
that, fér such people.

Five Indian pharmaceuti-

cals companies - Aurobindo
Pharma, Dr Reddy’s Labora-
tories, Lupin, Sun Pharma
and Torrent - and Israel’s
Teva have received the US
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) permission to
market generic versions of
blockbuster antidepressant
drug Cymbalta. .
" American drug MNC Eli
Lilly’s patent over Cymbalta
expired on Wednesday The
8iX companies will share the
180-day marketing exclusivi-
ty period.

Lupin's US subsidiary,

which has also received FDA
nod for three other drugs, has
already launched Cymbalta’s
generic version of the cap-
sules in 20mg, 30mg and 60mg
strengths.

The other three Lupin
drugs are Trilipix (fenofibric
acid delayed-release cap-
sules), Trizivir and Zidovu-
dine (used for the treatment
of HIV-1 infections).

According to industry
data, Cymbalta had annual
US sales of $5.43 billion and is
one of the largest selling
products globally. .

Industry analysts said the
five Indian pharma majors
may notch up collective sales
of around $120-180 million for
Cymbaita during the 180-day
exclusivity period that began
on Thursday.

Analysts also said Cymbal-
ta generics will likely be
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launched at competitive pric-
es, potentially destroying 85-
90% of the value of Eli Lilly’s
patented drug.
Lupin garners, say, 15-20%
market share, sales during
the first six months could be
around $30 million; and gross
margins could be about 65%
or $15-18 million,” said an an-
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Also known as duloxetine
hydrochloride delayed-re-

lease capsules, the drug is
Prescribed for the treatment
of major depressive disorder;
generalised anxiety disorder
and diabetic peripheral neu-
ropathic pain.
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Kathleen Uhl, acting direc.
tor of the office of generic
drugs in the US FDA's Centre

“for Drug Evaluation and Re-

search, was quoted in a re-
lease as saying, “Healthcare
professionals and consumers
can be assured that these
FDA-approved generic drugs
have met our rigorous
standards.”

According to a Lupin
spokesperson, the company
has already launched Trilipix
in overseas markets and has a
180-day marketing exclusivi-
ty for Trizivir

The three products repre-
sent a total market size of $6
billion making them highly
lucrative. “Lupin has already
launched two of these (the ge-
nerics for Trilipix and Cym-
balta) and the same could
mean an upside for the com-
pany’s revenues immediate-
ly,” said the spokesperson.






