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Centre plans ad
blitzkrieg for Jan
Aushadhi revamp

. ABANTIKA GHOSH
* NEW DELH], JANUARY ]

| THE UPA government isset to

launch a Rs 15-crore advertis-
g blitzkrieg fora Rs 150-crore

i revamp of the Jan Aushadhi

scheme started in 2008,

Free drugsin govcmmgni -
hospitals has been a proposed

flagship programme of the
Centre since a teport of an ex-
pert group on universal health
coverage pointed out that 70
per centof out-of-pocket ex-

“penditure was on heaith. But

having footed less than a third
of the projected expenditure,
UPAIlisin noposition toclaim
theinitiative as its flagship.
On the other hand, the re-
vampof Jan Aushadhitequires
afraction of the hudgctary allo-
cation but can show govern-
ment commitment to improv-
ing availability of generic drugs.
The department of phar-
maceuticals plans to set up
3,000 stores under the 12th
five-year plan thatwill stock, to
startwith, 360 drugs, including

the essential ones, and operate.

along the lines of the medical
supplies corporationsin Tamil
Nadu and Rajasthan.

Tventy eight states have a
free drugs policy on paper and
most of the funding for the
schemes comesirom the states.

During 2013-14, for cxam-

‘ple, the health ministry dis-

bursed:Rs 1,961 crore under
NRHM for {ree drugs, while
states paid Rs 3,500 crore. The

central share includes 5 per |

cent incentive for states that
bave announced the scheme.
Total Rs6,000crore isrequired
forthescheme. .

Larlicr this year, Punjab,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Assam and MP joined the free
drugy initiative but here too the
UPA government share of

money is too small topublicise it

asacentralschenle,

Haryana, Karnataka, Ker-
ala, Assam, UP, Punjab, MP,
Maharashira, Gujarat and
Orissa have formoulated state
schemes. TTimachal Pradesh
has announced the scheme but
isyetiomake it fully fimctional.

A bealth ministry otficial
said: “We issued ads when the
state schemes were launched
but itis difficult topresent the
free drugsscheme us d flagship
because it is the states that are
footing most of the bill. The
programme does not have the
kind of budgetary aliocationit |
requircs. That iswhy it does not
feature prominently in goveri-
ment publicity material.”

lnterestingly, the architect
of the new Jan Aushadhi plan
— jointsecretary, pharmaceu-

- ticals, Pradeep Yadav,— was

oncein the rumiing to become
chief of the health ministry pro-
poscd cenfral procurement

~agency for drugs. Medicines

bought by the agency from the

. market werc to be supplied to

government institutions/states
that do not have a procurement

setup.






