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Wonrm Ciplain Talks to Settle Erlotinib Row -

_uo__oé_:m HC oamq

pharma cos find middle
- ground to end patent
cmn_mo<mq cancer a:_m

. SOMA DAS
. NEWDELHI °

After mm_pcbm a long and gnﬂ. umﬁ,.

ent battle in India over lung cancer

drug Tarceva (Erlotinib), Swiss in-

novator firm Hoffman La Roche and

- Indian generic drugmaker Cipla

: have entered talks through media-:

: tiontosettlethe matter on “mutually
. agreeableterms”.

The development comes wn&. adivi-

! sionbench of the Delhi High Courtin
"~ April referred the companies to a

mediation thatboth firmschosetoac-

) _...moH. mediation by the courts.

. cept, anexecutivetold ET.
Representatives of Roche and Cipla

have held several-meetings over the-

past month to thrash out a proposal
acceptable to both firms, added the
executive, who did boﬁ 255 8 be
identified. -~

Thisis the first Em ﬂowﬂ wmnmbﬁ in--

fringement suit between Big Phar-

." maand Indian generic players since
i 2005, the year when India turned?

Trade Related Intellectial: wﬂouﬁ.q
‘Rights compliant and started wmnom ‘
. nisingproduct patents.

- Thisisalsothe first patentsaitcase
in the country to have been referred

A Roche spokesperson noa.n.amn

the. mediation to ET. “We can con-
- firm -that pursuant to court orders’

we are in mediation'with Cipla,” she

said. ACipla muowmmUmBOS however,

refusedto comment onthe matter.
Another person mmHEmH. with the

Vodenb

mattersaid, “Thereare aféwoptions -

already on the table which are being
considered and Em. negotiation for a
settlementison.”

" Patent experts dubbed the develop-

meén ..sbﬁms&:mb :mE.wEmE.m.
“This is the first

. I _time such a big-tick-
_nmum,u.a.omc_n et patent litigation
‘toseta.-© . hasbeenreferredfor
E.Rnnn:na.. mediation. It ishigh-
. atleast 10 ly unusual for the
ucn:nuuom courts tp send such
pending -~  cases for mediation
against ¢ atsuchalatestagein. .
genericfirms theproceedings, par-
a8 o_.m_._on_..mv © tieularly since the
. trial has nod&_.amn.
inthis case.

Whilethecourt B.% havedonesoto
save time and resources, India has
lost an opportunity to evolve patent

* jurisprudence on an important mat:

SH... mma ‘patent expert Shamnad

Basheer. There is always a chance o». .
the mediation failing, in which case

it will have to be heard by the noci

again, Basheer added.

The outcome of this case has ummu :
keenly awaited also because it was
expected to set a precedent for at
least 10 similar cases pending
against other generic firms on the
samedrug.’

Thehead of the Eﬁmnmnﬁcmw E.ouﬂ..
ty division of arival generic compa-
ny said on the condition of anonymi- .
ty, “This is the first instance in the
Indian pharma space when such a
high-profile patent legal wrangle
fought so bitterly in courts has gone
for settlement through mediation,
and -this %EEUSQ: comes .as a .
huge surprise to me. The contours of
the settlement will be very w%:@.
and closely watched by the entire in-
dustry if both companies manageto
finda commonground.”






