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Centre lauds state for cracking

/

down onhlllegal export of drugs

Maitri Porecha @maitriporecha

Clampdown on illegal export of
drugs from Maharashtra to for-
eign countries by the state Food
and Drugs Administration (FDA)

has been lauded by the Centre..

The ministry of commerce in
Delhi has extended its support to
Maharashtra FDA in an official
letter and asked for such enforce-
ment action to be replicated
across other states in India.

" Over the past four months,
FDA officials have prohibited or
seized drugs, including sex
boosters Sildenafil Citrate and
Viagra, heavy antibiotics and
anti-depressants worth nearly
Rs3.2 crore by raiding premises
of 49 drug exporters across the
state as also foreign post office in
Ballard Estate, South Mumbai,
international airports and pri-
vate courier firms. The medi-
cines are ordered via websites
without valid prescriptions in
the US, Europe, Africa and Rus-
sia, among other countries, in
violation of the Customs Actand
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

Keeping vigil

Maharashtra FDA Is one among the
many law enforcement agencies
spread across 100 countries involved
in aninternational crackdown. The
sustained crackdown, Operation
Pangea, is a seven-year-old
campaign led by International -
watchdog Interpol to shut illegal -

- Internet pharmacy businesses

In the letter dated May 19 to
Drugs Controller General of In-
dia (DCGI), the ministry has said
illegal export of drugs has a
huge potential to damage the
credibility of Indian pharma ex-
ports. It also reinforced the fact
that the ministry had been harp-
ing on about strong measures
that ought to be taken by regula-
tory authorities to maintain
credibility in the market.

India ofﬁclally exports drugs
worth over Rs70,000 crore to sev-
eral countries, FDA officials said

" the illegal exports constitute a

small fraction of the cost. How-
ever, nostatistics of theextentof
the illegal trade are available.
“The illegal activities impact
the official Indian trade chan-
nels. Trust of importing coun-
tries in India will not stay robust

if there is an influx of possibly

substandard or counterfeit In-

. dian medicines in foreign mar-

ket,” said a ministry official.

FDA officials said concerted ef-
forts by DCGI, Directorate Gen-
eral of Foreign Trade, customs
department, Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence and postal de-
partment were required tonip the
problem in the bud. The ministry
has indicated that on the basis of
HC ruling on March 18, 2014,
which refuses to grant relief to
exporters, regulatory authorities
in India should be sensitised.

Illegal export of medicines is

acountrywide concern and state
FDA has asked for the probe to
be shifted to CBL
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