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" Drugs regulator
needs urgent
rejig, says panel

Aesli Datta
New Deliri, Sep:. 26
Ata time when Indian pharmd-
ceutical firms ere unfer scrut-~
ny for poor manufacturiyg
processes, anew repcrt says te -
drug regulator is sho-t on man-
power, infrastructure and aee ds
an urgent reorganisaticon,

The expert committ
ed by Rarjot 3oy’ Chavdhary,
set up by the Gove'rment to
suggest r2forms in drugs regu-
lation and clinical trials, has raid
in its; report that the problerns
with the durrent druig regulato-
Iy system in the country have,
been well idenified ind reme-
dial measures sagges.ed,

“Unfortimately, these haye
never been seriously leoked in-
ta. No ircrastructura. impreve- ,
merit v-hatsoever, in respact of
personnel, has ocewred in
LCD{CO,” it saicl, .

The Central Drug: Stuidard
Contral. Organ satior. - headad
by the Drags Controller General
of India 'DCGY) is rzeponsitle
for monitoring drugs safety, ap-
proving ranufachusing and im-
port of rew dwugs, enrittiyg,
clinical  trials ard  other
activities. . .

. The panel hes ncted a severe
shortage of ma-power - in:
CDSCO. . According te the 1e-
port, the organisaticn bzndles
nearly 20,000 applic: tions eazh
year for various stazutery ap-
provals, cf whichove - 2,000 are

. fornew drogs,

The current manpovver of six
Deputy Drugs Centrollers

- (DCs) and 18 Assistznt Drugs
Controllers (ADCs), ussistec 7
75 crug inspectors ard 55 tech-
niczl dats asseciates cn contrze-

" tual basis is far short of t3e
actual manpovrer requirament
proposed by the Hatt i Commit-
tee in 1975 and the Mashelkar

Commitize in 2003, the report M
noted. ay 7

The punel said that for cre-
ating a strong, effident and of-
fective ¢ugs contro authorty
the CDSCO, which is plagazd
by “poor infrastructire xad
menpower”, needs o bz reorga-
nised.

The punel has sail due ta:
CD5CO shouldbe up sraded to 1
separate  crganisation,zuthor-

it

J
ity, with the DCGI &t par
heads of similar org:
“This veill ovércomethe
malady of lack of fun
financial autonomy,” it
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