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-Special Correspondent

'MUMBAL: ‘The Medicines Pat-
an- -
nounced six new sub-licences -

‘ent Pool (MPP) has

with Aurobindo, Cipla, Em-
‘cure, Hetero Labs, Laurus

,._Labs and Desano to allow ge-

‘neric manufacture ‘of anti-
AIDS drug tenofovir alafena-
midé (TAF). This follows
MPP’s signing a licence with
U.S. pharmaceutical major

Gilead Sciences Inc. for: the :

company’s TAF, which is

novel investigational
: med1c1ne ' '
* Astatemerit from MPP said

the announcement comes a’

day after Gilead releaséd pos-
itive results on two of its TAF
Phase 111 studies which sug-
gest that the medicine'has the
potential to play a large role
in the international commu-

nity’s efforts to scale up HIV

g

treatment. The sub-licence is
- for the generic manufactur-
-ers to make the generic ver-

sions’ of TAF for -
developing countries,

12

Development plans

“The generic companies
will begin development plans

for'a promising, HIV product .

simultaneous with the U.S:

Food and Drug Administra-

tjon’s review to expedite.ac-
cess, to | low -
middle-income countries
once. the medicine is ap-

“proved,” Greg Perry, Execu-
- tive ‘Director, MPP, said in a .
statemernt. “This is revolu--
tionary in its approach to en- -
suring more people living

with HIV have access to new-

-er options for treating the

disease.”

-In studies, TAF had dem-
‘onstrated comparable antivi-

and -

drug

-ral efficacy to that of 300

milligram = tenofovir  dis-
oproxil fumarate (TDF) — a
World Health Organization-
preferred HIV therapy — but

" at-a dose that is one-tenth;

“The smaller milligram dose
may also allow lower produc- -
tion costs, as well as greater
ease in developing new fixed-.
dosé combinations and single
table regimens,” the state--
ment said.

Geneva-based MPP was
created to increase access to
quality, appropriate, afforda-
ble medicines for people liv-
ing with HIV in developing
countries. It facilitates the
productlon of low-cost ver- |
sions of existing medicines as
well as the development of
new formulations; The MPP
was formed through innova-
‘tive -financing mechanism |
UNITAID.






