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\Ugm price reins off before Modi’s US Q.%

GS.MUDUR

New Delhi, Sept. 23: A gov-
ernment agency has blocked
its own pledge to impose price
" control on more medicines by
withdrawing guidelines that it
had used in July this year to
cap prices of drugs used to
treat diabetes and cardiovas-
cular diseases.

The National Pharmaceu-
tical Pricing Authority
AZEWV has withdrawn the

guidelines issued under Para-
graph 19 of the Drug Pricé
Control Order that it had used
in July this year to cap prices
of 108 cardiac and diabetes
drugs.

The guidelines are hereby
withdrawn with immediate
effect “in compliance with di-
rections received from the gov-
ernment in the department of
pharmaceuticals”, the NPPA
said in a statement.

Several industry bodies,

including the Indian Pharma
Alliance, had criticised the
NPPA move to expand price
control to medicines other
than the 348 listed under the
National List of Essential Me-
dicines. Paragraph 19 allows
the NPPA to impose price can-
trol on drugs beyond this list
of 348 in public interest.
Health sector analysts said
the department of pharma-
ceuticals directive to the
NPPA to withdraw the guide-

lines suggests that industry
has been able to reach out and
influence the governme:t into
doing something not in public
interest.

“This is a government’s
betrayal of the people,” said

-Sourirajan Srinivasan, man-

aging trustee of LoCost
Pharmaceuticals, a Vadodara-
based drug-manufacturing
company. “This is also a gov-
ernment clampdown on bu-
reaucrats who were trying to

use the wE%_Eom to 89_8
the cost of more life-saving
medicines.”

The NPPA had indicated in
July this year that it would
also consider expanding price
control to anti-asthma, anti-
cancer, anti-HIV, anti-TB and
anti-malarial drugs and vac-
cines.

“The withdrawal of the
guidelines means Para 19 can-
not be used anymore unless
there is a public health emer-

nm_ﬂ@mﬁnrumwﬁumnna » said ....

Srinivasan. “The interpreta-
tion of what is an emergency

under paragraph 19 has not,
been wonmuﬁmm by the moﬁ-ﬁ..
ment.” - ES

The department of phar-
maceuticals directive is also
being interpreted by sotne
public health specialists as an
attempt to portray India as
market-friendly just ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit tothe US.

against another.”

._.Em mnmnc<m_< blocks
NPPAs efforts to E-uowm
price controls on more drugs,”
said Malini Aisola, a public
health activist based in
New Delhi, who has studied
drug price control issues in
India.

“We knew the industry
viewed paragraph 19 as a con-
stant threat — it looks like the
industry has influenced one
arm of the . gover
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