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* Drug regulator’s w

clipped after protests

The . moﬁdﬁ—oﬁ .
mnﬁ%mn drug pricing )
thority NPPA of ‘powers to

cap prices of non-essential

drugs after its recent order
triggered industry protests.
The Department of Phar-
maceuticals under the Min-
istry of Chemicalsand Fer-
tilizers on Friday ordered
the National Pharmaceuti-
cal Pricing Authority
(NPPA) o withdraw a
guideline under the Drug
(Prices Control) Order of
2013 that gave the:pricing
authority powers to cap.
prices .of non-essential
drugs. NPPA complied with
the order on Monday. The
order; however, will be effec-
tive prospectively.

The drug pricing authori-
ty, in a statement late last
night, said it was withdraw-
ing "with immediate effect”
a May 29 guideline that put
price caps on certain (non-
essential) drugs used for
treatment of cancer, HIV
and cardiovascular dis-
eases.

It, however, did not men-

Govt uﬂ_.__uu z_uv> o.. voim_.m no nm_u :o:-mmmm_:_m_h__.:m_,v_._nmm_.

tion of its July 10 order that
capped prices of 108 non-es-

_gential drugs.

"In SEESEK with the
directions received from the
government ‘in the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals
under the “Ministry of
ogEHn&m and Fertilisers...
the ' aforesaid .internal
guidelines ‘isgsued by the

Zw@w on May 29,2014 EEQ.
Paragraph 19 of DPCO 2013
are hereby withdrawn with
jmmediate effect,” wa.>
~said‘in a statement.
A NPPA official 3655&

that the order meant that

the -powers . the authority
drew from the DPCO for fix-
ing caps for non- ‘essential
drugs is nolonger available.
"The plain reading of the
order is that a guideline un-
der DPCO 2013 has been
withdrawn with immediate
effect ie from
: "September 22," he ‘said.:

The wwwwmnug 19" -of.
DPCO, 2013, authorises the

NPPA to nos_H& the prices
drugs that arenot Eamu the
.ZHH_Z (Mational

List of mmmgcﬁ Zm&.
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- fhaceutical Pricing
—* 'jty (NPPA) had ngg
Para 19 of the DPCO, to'cap”

ot ou.oﬁbmﬁuomm in E:En in-:

tefest. The National

prices of 108 medicines,
including cardiac, dia-
betes and HIV/AIDS: drugs,

"last month. Reacting to the .
.dévelopment, Indian Phar: -
maceutical Alliance cm_z

Secretary General D G Shah:
said: "It confirms the Snsm.
try position that Para 19'is
not the correct instrument
for modification of UM.OO

2013." -

Several industry co&o&.

- jncluding Indian” Pharma
-Alliance (IPA), had .criti-.
" cised the NPPA's move- t0
. cap-prices of medicines not

under NLEM. Under "the

.Drug Price Control Order”
{(DPCO) 2013, the Govern-
- “ment already controls the..
~prices of 348 drugs rw:x_ fii

the NLEM.




