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for arthritis drug C()py &

BOSTON: Boston-baged bio- ~ ¥

pharmaceutical

Inc said India’s drug regula-
tor has approved its copy of a
fop- selhng arthritis treat-
ment, pavmg the way for its
-launch in the country early
- next year.
The company’s Indian
partner, . Ranbaxy Laborato-

ries- Ltd , will sell a copycat-, ‘
version of Johnson & John- ~
son’s and Merck & Co Inc’s

infliximab, an anti-inflamma-

tory drug with annual salesof

about $6 billion.
The market for copycat
biotech drugs, known as bio-

similars, is becoming ‘more -

lucrative as patents expire on
older, high-priced antibody
drugs that rank among the
pharmaceutical  industry's
biggest sellers. '
Infliximab, sold .under the
brand. name Remicade,  is

riasis and other inflammatory

conditions. In India, it sellsat
about Rs.70,000 ($1,150) a’

- month. Like its main rivals,
.Amgen Inc’s Enbrel and Abb-

Vie Inc’s Humira, the drug
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company -
Epirus. Biopharmaceuticals -

ﬁThe drug Wll] bé .
Jaunched in Indla

- under the name - .

"Infimab by the ﬁrst

. quarter of 2015 -

’ WMM@W%’

works by blocking a protein
called tumour necrosis factor.

Epirus, which focuses on
developing biosimilar drugs
for sale, said it would launch

. "the Remicade biosimilar in
used to treat rheumatoid ar-
thritis,-Ctohn’s Disease, pso-

India under the name Infi-
mab by the first quarter of
2015, :

-Chief Executive Amit Mun-
-sh1, citing: various ;estimates,
‘said- the Indian ‘market for

* Remicade was worth $8 mil-

lion to $10 million a year. He
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' declined to say how much In-
. fimab woulq cost or to esti-

mate how rany patlents
mightuse thedrug. .

The drug will be made in
Mumbai by Reliance Life Sci-
ences, part of billionaire Anil
Ambani’s Reliance Group
Holdings. i

Remicade copycats are al-
ready being sold elsewhere,

+South Korean drugmaker

Celltrion Inc won approval in.

July for its version in Japan
- and is hoping for U.S. approy-
al in 2015. Epirus is also in
talks with Ranbaxy, as well as
other Indian and ihternation-

al companies, about expand--

ing sales of its biosimilar
drugs in other regions, Mr.
Munshi said. — Reuters:






