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Indiafigures in Obama’slistof

Washln ton.Se t1

US President Barack Obarna
‘has identified 22 countries,
including India -and Pak-

" istan, as. major  illicit
drug-producing or transn, -

countries.

Obama also determmed
three of them —Bolivia, Bur-
ma, and Venezuéla — as na-
tions which have “failed

demonstrably” in the past 12

months to make sufficientor
meaningful efforts to adhere

" tointernational obligations.’

The other 20 countriesare;

. Afghanistan, the Bahamas,

Belize, Bolivia, Burma,
Colombi_a, Costa 'Rica, Do-

i

numcanRepubhc EcuadorEl
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti,

‘Honduras, Jamaica, Laos,

Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,
Peruand Venezuela.

In a memorandum to US-

secretary of state John Kerry,
Obama sajd a country’s pres-
ence on the list did not neces-
sarily reflect its counter-nar-
cotics efforts or its level of

cooperation withthe USonil-

. legal drug control. The desig-

nation can reflect a combina-
tion of geographic, commer-
cial andeconomicfactors that
allow drugs to be produced or

& trafficked through a country,
the memorandum said. Not-.

ing that cooperation remains
the cornerstone for reducing

ﬁleﬂueatposedbyme illegal
narcotics trade and related

‘crimes carried out by crimi-

nal organisations, Obama
saidsophisticated drugopera-
tions challenge law enforce-
mentofficials and policymak-
erseverywhere.

‘TheUS shares the view of
most countries that the UN
drug conventions — without

22 illicit drug-producmg nations

negotiationor amendment——
areresilient enough to unify
countries that often hold di-
vergent viewson the interna-

tional narcotics problem,
while, at the same time, pro-
vide a framework upon
which to build the best solu-
tions toit, Obamasaid. -

The US state department,
“in a statement, said when a

country on the list does not
fulfil its obligations under

international counter-nar-

cotics agreements and con-
ventions, the President de-
termines that the eountry
has “failed ‘demonstrably”

to meet its counter-drug -

obligations. PTI






