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'LAWS URGED TO ENCOURAGE .

: DC CORRESPONDENT
.. HYDERABAD, SE '

Aggresswe “H  brain
.. tumours, severe lung
- -infections and neuro-psy-..
" chiatric disorders

require expensive drugs-

which are not: easily
accessible to patients.

. Described . as ‘orphan

drugs’ by’ the - pharma

industry- they:claim that
the govérvment -must
us on gdequale pro-_
duction of these drugs
and also create a strong
rregulatory framework to
| encourage companics to
«produce these drugs.
The tferm ‘orphan
rugs’ comes from the
fact that the pharmaceu-
ical agent required to
reat aggressive brain
tumours, lung infections
“tand neuro-psychiatric

sis and also awareness
“among patients, the cases
which were once consid-
ered rare are now seen

. frequently:
- Dr RV AppaJ1 d1recto

general, Pharme; i
explained, “Earlier these
rare diseases =~ were
termed orphan diseases
and hence the drugs wer
also considered ' vet Y"'t‘
“rare. But now there 155”&1‘$u

- strong need to encourage‘ﬁ

research and develop ini:!
tiatives-for such drugg’as
‘ the numbers are surprls—

ingly high.” 7
—TPhe Pharmaceuficals™ "
Export . Promotion

Council of India (Phar
mexcil) has' called upon®
experts to come forward
with suggestions which™
can be submitted to poli-
cy makers to come up
with a strong 1egulatory__ '
framework. 5
This move has come:in
the wake of definite poh
cy guidelines in the coun*
try to regulate ‘orphan -
drugs.’” Industry feels .
that the untapped market 1
will have scope not only
at the domestic level bu
also overseas.






