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New Delhi piqued by

sudden’ curbs on

‘agn pharma exports '

AMITI SEN
. New Delhi, October 8-

India and the US will work on es-

tablishing a channel of commu-
nication between the regulatory
bodies of the two countries.
The. aiin is to minimise in-
stances of ‘sudden -restrictions
_ 1mposed on exports of agricultu-
ral ** products
pharmaceutlcals

-and_

At the recerit India-US Strate- .

gic and Commercial Dialogue in - e

‘Washington, it was decided that
the working group on standards

" —oneof the six groups establish- .

ed to strengthen bilateral ties —
will work on a mechanism for

- regular exchanges between the

regulators of both sides.

- India keener _ _
“We are keener than the US on

the* matter; as ourragricultural - -

and’ othér .. products, ‘such as
pharmaceutlcals are sub]ected
‘to all kinds of restrictions in the

US.Achannel of commumcatlonq -
with. the USEDA:(US Food and .
Drugs Authority) and the USDA .
(US Department of Agnculture) '
. -can be avoided,” the OfﬁClal said.”;
su_;_l_den

will reassure our ex| ers. that

there wuul_dn“t be.

Indian exports of farm prod—
ucts such as- Basmati . rice,
shrimps, spices and fruits have, -
in'the past, faced sudden curbs
due to reports of higher-than-al-
Iowed levels: of contammants
f_ound inshipments.

- “Sudderi curbs cause a ot of

sent would be treated and what;
would happen to’ orders m the -
pipelinz, ~

i § r*gulatory bodles are ln“'

constant touch, such srcuatlons

Pharmaceutlcals is another: ar—

"?-'-end of US FDA action for alleg g

“Minor hiccups :
~ Although the US is:not ;

* hit by Indian restrictions
small regulatory curbs - puit -

violating standard manufactur-

8

place by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India,

coo . Tl such as specific (labelling re-
blocking of their shipments,” a-~

_ Commerce Ministry oﬁiaal told o
BusinessLine. )

quirements, have created miror -

hiccups from time to time.- 3
It was decided at the Strategic

and Commercial Dialogue — co-

. chaired by External Affairs Minis-
“ter Sushma Swaraj and' Com:-
- merce Minister Nirmala Sithara-

. man from the Indian side and.

Secretary of State John Kerry and

" Secretary of Commerce Penny -

)  Pritzker from the US side — that

- disruption,.as. there is no- clarity,
. on-how the shipments alfeady -

the working group ofi standards

- will start work immediately on 3

the exchange.
“We have to nowpropose what '

- kind of exchange it .should be,
. the flequency of such ex-
_ changes, the items to be covered

- and the bodies that should inter-
act,” the official said. .



