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RTI Reveals FDA,

clearly speciffing the rates.
An FDA offrcial saidonly a

handfirl of hospitals, including
Kokilaben, PD Hinduj a, Lilava-
ti, SL Raheja ancl Jaslok, ccjuid
explain their rates and were
subsequently cleared of char-
ges. The FDA wrote multiple ti-
mes about the other hospitals
and tilood banks to the SBTC,
asking it to initiate aclion.

"We sent multiple commu-
nications to the SBTC but are
yet to get ary resporse,'l said O
S Sadhwani, joint commissio-
neq FDA. "We do not.have flre
jwisdiction to act on blood

banks. We had suggested the
SBTC suspend or cancel its no
objection certifrcates, based on
which we can suspend or can-
cel their licences, but nothing
has moved so fa$" he added.
Sadhwani said all blood banks
in the city currently charge as
per the governmentnorms.

Even tfie public health de
parknent seems to have forgl
venthe erringblood banks.'1\1I
of them have givento w in wri-
ting that they will abide by the
governmentrates, But if there
are any ftesh co.rnpiaints, we
willswely investigate," saidDt

Satish Pawal head of directo
rate of health services.

Howeve4 the response td
the RTI on the extent of over-
charging brought forth alar-
ming facts from the FDA sur-
vey The furdings showed how
certain hospitals were looting
deluxe and first-class patients.
Aleadin g south Mumbai hospi
tal, for instance, was charging
its secondclass and deluxe pa-

Y$h#ffi$VIEW:
overcharging is a crime
against consumers,
whatever be the article on
sale, but f leecing people
lookingfor  b lood in
emergency situations is
unDardonable, The FDA
seems to have missed the
bdi h! its survey would have
alerted the guilty hospitals;
Who wil l wait for ayear for
the FDA to act?

tients Rs 1,000 and Rs 1,500 re
spectively for platelets when

4nstitutes ovl
blood in 2AI4,
State Council
Sparring Over
Jurisdiction
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Munbai: Over a year after the
Food and Drug Admiriisfa-
tion (FDA) found that most lea-
ding private hospitals were
charging exorbitant rates for
blood and its components, not
one has faced ary action. An
RTI has now revealed how two
state deparhnents-FDA and
State Blood Transtusion Coun-
cil'(SBTCI-are sparring over
who will act on the report,

Arountl ?2 outof the ?,04blo-
od banks surveyea across the
state in November 2014. werefo-
und to charge three to five ti-
mes of stipr:lated rates forble
od and its components, such as
red blood cells, fresh ftozen
plasmaandpJatelets.

An inquiry was carried out
bythe FDAonbloodbanks atia-
ched to Prince AIy Khan, Bom-
bay Jaslok, Cumballa HiIl, PD
Hinduja, SL Raheja, Lilavati,
Asian Heart Institute, FbrtjS,
Kokilaben Ambani and Seven-
hills hospitals. Standalone blo-
od banks such as Manas Sero-
logical Institute Subwban and
Doshi Memorial Charitable
trust were also told to explain
Why they were overcharging
despite a.national blood policy

)"The FDA surveyed 309 blood banks in

>lt found ?37o of them were
blatantly overcharging for blood and blood
components such aS red blood cells,
fresh frozen plasma and platelets

> Of the 59 blood banks, including
private and charitable, surveyed in
Mumbai, tr9 (320/o) were found to be
overcharging patients

tsThe extent of overcharging ranged
from {5#'to (z,{)t}t}


