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New pharma cit

Will have a separate drug control unit, to
promote specialisation of drug inspectors

GNAGA SRIDHAR
Hyderabad, October 5

The new.pharma city coming
up here will have a separate
drug control unit for speedy
clearance  of  regulatory
requirements,

The Drug Control Depart-
ment (DCA) is also going the US
FDA way by promoting speciali-
sation of inspectors in ail verti-
cals of manufacturing for bet-

' ter efficiency:

. ¥
“The decision has been taken

to set up an exclusive unit in

the - upcaming pharma city.

right from day one,” Akun Sab-
harwal, Director, DCA, Telanga-
na told Businessiine here. .
Theunit will be headed by
an- officer nf, joint director
cadre and wurk along with

The Telanigana’ Government
had recently.announced plan
to develop. an’exclusive phar-

ma zone on about 11,000 acres.

The unit will be headed by

an officer of joint director
* cadre and work along with
- manufacturers to make it
more ‘industry friendly’.

near Mucherla in the neigh-
bouring Rangareddy district
withran in-house pharmaceuti-
cal umvemty and research fa-

_cility.”

The land acquisition modali-
ties for the project are being
examined by the Government.

Hyderabad has about 500

pharma and biotech compa- -

* nies, including majors like Dr

Reddy’s Laboratories and Auro-
bindo Pharmaceuticals.

The Department of Industri-
es, Telangana, is expecting to
see significant investment in
the new city by the existing

companies as well as new_

investors.

Licence for drug makers

A drug control unit within the
‘tpremises will help the pharma

industry.

As many as 18 licences aré to
be obtained from the depart-

ment by pharma manufactur-

ers, L
-\—-—-_'_-—'-'

The - department has also.
been offering a provision.for
self-certification in some areas
such as pon-conviction certifi-

«cates to be attached by each
pharma company, while com-

peting for global’ tenders, ac-

-cording to Sabharwal.
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' DCArevamp | -
‘The DCA has also been restruc-

tured to nurture spec:ahsatlon
among officials “who ‘inspect
various manuafacturing unirs.

“Till ndw, there have been no .

special skills' for our inspec:
tors. An official who inspected
a vaccine company also visited

—_—

a totally different facility such
as a devices manufacruring
unit. To*avoid this and nurture
specialised skills, we have re-
jigged the organisational
structure in the US FDA man-
ner,” he said.

In the old set up, the DCA
was divided into three wings of
sales, manu[acmrlng and labo-
rator}c

Now, six new verticals have
been introduced in the manu-
facturing wing, namely, drugs
(including APIsg), cosmetics,
blood and biologics, vaccines,
medical devices, and anifnal
and vet products.
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