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Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com-  § The central dmg
New Delhi: People may have reg“!atw wan:sed_
to wait a little longer before that _th_use SE“_EHQ G
they can buy medicines on- | medicines online in
line. The drug regulator has violation of the law

* " imposed a temporary banop |
online sale of medicineseven i w@i.lld f;ﬂ.t@ stn:ang
as the government is yet to action, including
takeafinal call on the issue. i a h@ﬂy pegmﬁw
Asking state drug inspec- ;
tors to keep a “strict vigil on  highlighting “serious con-’

A d

online salé of medicines”, the
central regulator said those
selling medicines through
theinternetinviolation ofthe

law would face strongaction,

including aheavy penalty. -
Many online “platforms

i havecomeupwhichsellmedi-
. cines, including prescription
- drugs. While most of these
i players operate on the aggre-
i gator model by networking
i with alocal chemist who sup-
i plies the drug against pre-
i scriptions submitted online
\. by consumers, there are seri-
| ousconcernsrelated to safety
. and efficacy of medicines
i supplied like this. Also, the .
i regulator is concerned about
i the authenticity of prescrip-
i tionssubmitted online.

The drug regulator said in

the past few months it has re-
i -ceived several representations

cerns” on issues impacting
public health, some even en-
dangering lives, rendering the’
pharmacovigilance machin:
ery ineffective, The regulato:
also expressed concern, f
even if itfinds out a problemin:
any particular online sale, it;
might not be possible to recall*
them. Storage conditions cou-
1dalso be compromised, it said,.
In July, the Centre had-
formed a sub-committee to ex:.
amine issues relating to the:
sale of drugs online and its im-
pact on public health, follow-|
ing complaints against Snap-,
deal for allegedly viclating the~_
drug law. The panel is yet tor
submit its report. The heal
ministry islikely to baseits
nal decision to allow or dis
low online sale of prescripti-:
on drugs based on the co
mittee’s recommendations. -




