PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

T NEAT G

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

NG BXDHIX

Economic Times , Delhi
Thursday 5th November 2015, Page: 12

idth: 12.17 eme, Height: 10.19 cms, 24,

1.2015.11-05.56.5

Court Blocks Reliance Life from
Launéhing Breast Cancer Drug

A copy of Roche's Herceptm the drug got nod in June; co says Rel Life hasn't done some tests

Our Bureav

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Coutt has blocked Reliance Life

Sciences from launching a copy -

of Switzerland-based, pharma-
ceutical company Roche’sbreast
. cancerdrugtrastuzumab. '

In its November 2 order, the
court directed both partiestofile
written submissions by Novem-
ber 16, following which it will
hear the case on a day-to-day ba-
sis and not permit adjourn-

ments. According to experts in_

the area of intellectual proper-
ty and patents, Roche has ar-
gued that Reliance Life ‘Sci-

rious issues are raised” and that
Reliance has not launched the
product despite regulatory ap-
provals granted toitin June this

certainteststhatproveits prod-
uct is similar to Roche’s drug,
which sells under the brand-
name Herceptin,

In his eight-page order, Justice

y
] Roche has said that if the prod
Manmohan Singhnoted that “se

uct is not taken through all the

stages of tests before being de-
veloped into the final product it
couldraisequality issues.

The drug maker is also fight-
ing a drawn-out court battle
with Biocon and its ally Mylan
on charges that the two compa-
nies have used product inserts

gthat compare their products

with Herceptin.

Rochehad abandoned its patent
claims for Herceptin in India in
2013. Since India has no laws on
data exclusivity, legal experts
said thefinal couriverdictonthe
two cases will be watched care-
fullyBoth Biecon and Mylan
have their respective copies of
Herceptin in theIndian market.
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